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CHILDREN 


BELIEVING-PARENTS, 


for their Intereſt iy Abraham's Cove- 
nant, their Right tf Church-Member-(hip 
with their Parents, and conſequently ther 
Title to BAPTISM. | 


The Cauſe of publiſhing this Diſcourſe at- 
ter ſo many Learned Men have laboured 1n this 
Province, 1s declared in the Preface tothe Reader. 


_ 
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B.uptiz andos eſſe paruulos, nemo dubitet : quando nec 1111 hinc 
dubitant, qui ex parte aliqua Contradicunt, Auguſt, 
de verbis Apſroli. Serm. 14. 
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It will ſurely be rewarded by Chriftat the latter day, as 
a work of more then ordinary Charity, to have plead- 
ed, and maintained the Right of thele poor Members 
of his, who want a Tongue to ipeak for tlicm{elves. 

Dr. Tho. Godwin, 1n his Prefacerto Mr. Cotton, of In- 
fant-Baptiſm. Z 


—— 


By GILES FIR MIN. 
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1 Cor. 7. 14+ Elſe were your Children Unclean, but 
now they are Holy. 
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"..*D.WILLIAMS'S LIBRAR 


RED CROSS STREET 


THE 


REFACE 
TO NE 

TREADER: 
| , © 
8 [ F theReader demands a reaſon, why after 
| Jo many Books written by other Men ( far 
| more able then my ſelf) upon this Subjet, that * . 
now I ſhoald appear 2 my anſwer is ready. 1 
had as few thoughts of writing, as any Maw © 
could have of reading any thing of mine upon 
the Subjeft. But hearing of a Book againſt In- 
fant-Baptiſm, very much cryed up, and ob- 
ſerving ſome diſcourſe about Anabaptiſm 
this Spring, more in the Town then ever I 
heard before, I ſent to borrow the Book, 7 
took a brief view of it, and the-Book was ſent 
for again. To ſpend the Lord's-Day ſo much 
as one Exerciſe upon any Controverfie, I did 
” MN much 


Fw" _— 


h diſtiFe7,; yer 1 thought 1 was bound to 
fay ſomethi:sg to it, and did borrow a littl: 
time, before I went on my other courſe. 
About [is \ ecks after I had done, comes 
down an An": 21tiſt from London, toa Town 
Seven + Firhi Miles diſtant from me, and 
writes me .: Letter, informing me, That he 
was one that id walk in Goſpel-Commus 
nion with Col.' Daxvers, ({ometimes he" 


{tiles him Eſq; Danvers) then writes to me; 
thus. Youhavecaſt the Odium of Falſhood 


and Fergeryupon his Book to your Audi- 
tory : It 1t was to deter your Hearers 
from reading his Book, it doth demon- 


ſtrate'the badneſs of your Cauſe, in that 


you are not willing 1t ſhould be inſpected, 


If you deſign thereby to degrade the | 


Gentleman,as infamous,though unknown, 
you have therein greatly erred, —there- 
fore'I requeſt you on the tchalf of Col. 
Daxvers, that you be pleaſed to do him 
the common Juſtice, as to publith tothe 
World in Print, what you have ſpoken 1n 
your more private Meetings, by way of 
deteCtion of his Forgery, anda not only 


to Print what you have traduced _ 
| with 


m— — 
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with, but alſo any other new things you 
have Preached, that will lend any aſſiſt. ® 
ance to your /rfant-Baptiſm, that this 
© B Gentleman doth endeavour to throw 
» down as a ſpurious thing ;——ſeveral 
'F of your own Party have written againſt 
'Y him, but he, with others, have ſo anſwer. 
Fed them, that they have {et down ſilent 
'F under ——The Collonel hath a ketter 
TJ Charadter than you give of him, he 
hath alarge Portion of this Worlds goods, 
&c. Thus he runs on in commendation of the 
Collonel, and ends it in ſuch a way, that nej- 
| ther I, nor others that read the Letter, could 
underſtand his meaning. 
| As to this Letter, the Reader may pleaſe 
to underſtand, the Book which I borrowed 
had in the Title Page, only H. D. 1 could 
not tell whither D. ſtood tor Den (whoſe 
name 1 had ſeen) or Dell, or Danvars, of 
whoſe name enly T had heard, but never ſaw 
any thing of his ; but whoever was the Au» 
thor, 7 found fault with him. Tt. For his 
Faflhood # the Fiſtorital part (which if 
my Memory fails me not, took up above half 
his Book.) 21y, His Poor tÞ op" © 
3'Y7 
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1&1 y, His | raifing ad uſt upon the Scriptures 


anſwered ; it is one thing to write againſt 


fo much old out of Mr. Tombes's Book,which 


only Anabaptiſt Book 7 have. 3ly, 


he quotes, to trouble his Reader. 4ly, For 
his Logick. But for any other Opinions, or 
any thing concerning his Converſation, T ſpeak 
not one wort: for how could T, when I knew 
wothing of him, and only heard three times, 
( as / remember) there was one Collonel: 
Danvers, a» Anabaptiſt, and that was all ;' 
nor was I certain the Book was his. 

It was never my intent to anſwer every 
particular in his Book, partly becauſe I wonld 
not ſpend the Lord's Day in Controverſies, 
and partly becauſe Catechizing was the thing 
I intended,being far more neceſſary,ſo that [ 
id grudge the time TI ſpent about this Book 
out of which T only wrote the moſt material. . 
things, and the Book was ſent for away. | 

For the new things, this Epiſtoler would 
have me publiſh. Doth he mean new Scri- 
ptures, or new Arguments, or both 2 
1ſt. Why new 2 fince the old are not yet 


Men, another to anſwer them. 
..21y, Why new 2 ſince my Author borrows 


1 look upon as inſtar omnium, and 7s the 


6 TT, I  cmmamt..——_ , 
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ly, Why new ? fince my Author oppoſes "® 
old Texts, nnd I muſt take the part of a Rev © 
ſpondent. EM 
ak 4ly, Why new 2 my Epiſtoler ſhould tel 
me what Controverſies are there, which have 
been handled ſo long, by very able Divines 
Ras this hath been, that he that comes laſt, 
hath wrote all new 2? 
5ly, To conclude then, as to theſe new 
things, 7 am forced to take up the old Texts, 
becauſe of my;Author's oppoſing them: I do but 
touch other Texts, and not infiſt upon them, 
where others have been before me : for other 
Mens Arguments, 1 borrow but one from Mr. - 
Baxter, and te// you whoſe it is, and improve 
it my way. If I have hit upon other} Mens 
notions, it is unknown to me, as IT ſee I bave 
= Mr. Wills, in anſwer to the old Britains : 
ut T had given the anſwer in the Congrega- 
tion, and wrote it in my Coppy, before I ſaw 
Mr. Wills. 
For his crying Victoria, telling me our Di- 
vines fit ſilent under the Anſwers the 
' Collonel, and his Party have given them. 
BF this Epiſtoler, read Mr. Baxter's Second 
Defence of Infants, &tc. he may read a full 
anſwer 


; | 
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F. anſwer to this, and the reaſon of their filence 
P. 211. We may allow ſome Honour#o aCo 
lonel, but why do they fit filent e not becauſeſl 
the Collonel, or any other Anabaptiſt haw | 
put them to ſilence, by Arguments from 
SCrIptare, by Truth in Hiſtory, or $ pro. | 
of Learning, the contrary appears to judici{ 
ous Readers : but who will care for dealing 
with unreaſonable Men 2 They have othe 
work to do of higher OG : Let the 

Anabaptilts indulge them 
— - qa ſelves in their 0 hs andl 


Pradtiſes, # they pleaſe, I hav 


performed that common Juſtice my Epiſtole 
requires of me, only for brevities ſake, IT lefi 
out ſeveral things I would have added ; if 
this may do the Church of Chriſt any ſervice, 
1 ſhall have my end, and bleſs God, 
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THE PLEA 


OF THE 


{CHILDREN 


IBelei ving-Parents Se. 


w_ nah Right of che Children 
11 of Bdeiving-Parents! t&- 
_ *- Church-Memberſhip 'with 
| their their and conſe- 


to Baptiſm, Was ne- 
: yet Verſo oppoſed hor 
d. _—_ defini Ne ah be wi = 6 
ele yearts 1n this Eng ation: 

Any isenough Written to ſatisfiethe 
inds' of ſober Ch Chriſtians ;'but the- Ene- 
y of the Churcte is' ' not yet quiet, 'nor 
vill be, till the Church icanc becomes 


lr ohavit, 
_ B A dif. 


A difference we may obſerve between B 
Chuiſtians now, aug thoſe in UNE times 


England ca 
6 Koran hon Rap oF. Dectyſncs they 


received : Tho? "; would not ven their 


Faith \poty; an) ns Me you ay 
would conffdetwhar Perſons oF wete for 
loundelt of Faith, and. Hgligels in Conver- 
lation, from w} mM Fihicy s. d receive SO 


nao Che albEcrk ; 
Baptiſm ich w atch'd in the 


Brain of that Notoffous\Heretick{tor ſoup- 
by Foe I find him] Auxentius, bo ſMen 


[a 
ox tis We , and I&w pore Joes 


Ft as _ Learned and Pious Martyr, 


Oy. Bng/ 
EE fs NY Me 
ine for the A aks, .; 
Fe knew berween 50and Goyersfince, 
then I hear ng Inclingnonyþ way ll 


{ 
| 
q 
& withs;trply - Pius, 
By 4 all ry outs bumb ; made 


no 


fy this Nation, {beſides/4hg Payeraiga 


y 


no noile of his Opinins ſowhither ith 
 tiſed, Icannot re) Jwabhbim wehcld K 
nunien inthe Holy S1pE87s We] 
To tne jticems (tranges and\ Rratig 
A Ee bo Ch 
ſhoul e his Spirit, Church, 
and that good Spirit, thopld. Ps "Ys 
Martyrs andehoige Pegppe | £9 217 314 yeh fy 
Point _ ogy t \palk 
daystothis day. £: 


] believe ol yo d, "hot 
have, #hr9 | — 


as 9" 1 Hang Fl 
Learned: Men, 45 any rg 
Sun ;:As'(mart Encmiestoe My 

[of. whichithe Jncbaptifts wglhsa1s, 
Baptians:a Reliquc} as any dreburr 


pe ; and have done more,ag 1 
Ft 


bm, than all che dngbaptilty 
ar thall be, have _ 

AineLe 24 
PL that; 


oflawyears] neue Je4 
prove, Gs deteſt Ps ul 
unhajpy (War: REDS a 
thattime;sdiv Dole nag 6 

May T have teavagognghlts WReLh 
cn the Great digeat aus MS CODY 


£93Y bo 


tea 


_ (Good, In 0/ I 
\Lagious | {Man:40  exr-3tt 


| lar] T have th 


take ſpecial notice of what the worthy Au- 


Cx 


ou > ji of theſe Cauſes, 
a7 oY The- firſt''and chief Reaſon was, 
cen, ood Men did not 1mprove their Fa- 


Fonts Coutnant , nor o_ Infant- 

iſm —_ as they © Hence 
bY improving-t heſe they Gon not experi- 
ence'the goodneſs of Godin in them, and our 


abr nas by thern ; Then no wondertho' 
eniin ti 


imes of Diſpute and Temptations, 
Be af a" loſs; and 'come at laſt rodeny thar, 


-which others, who' have improved and ex- 
Enced, have found to be a greater privi- 


- c, advantage, and ſupport totheir Souls, 
their fears, and other temptations. 


Ex Iences (you fay) unleſs well ground- 
Ba Scriptures, are bur deluding Fan- 


cies; I know it very well, therefore the 


&rounds ha thr the well weighed. On the 
fide. the Scriptures 'be plain, yet 

the Goſpel; and things apprehended only by 
Faith;are ſuch, ant emptationsaboutthema 
Teh > np nh in-fonie Men] ſoftrong, thar if 
lan hath notattained to ſome'expericnec 
Sfobbat he doth-belicve, if his/Faith harh 
notbrought in! ſome Spiritual Senſe, in the 

Þ lrvicanes of 'lotig: and ſtrong Temptati- 
- 61jS{a Mats Faichwill be terribly ſhaken in 
thevery Goſpel it ſelt. The wind having 
lonen 4 at that'Door before. I could not >. 


thor 
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( 5.) 
thor of the Book; Intituled, The fulfilling of 
« S$criptur es, bath told usconcerning Ln : 
- | ly Man; and Eminent. Servant of Chriſt, 
e | Mr. Brace, telling his People, I think it to be 
c 
Y 


a greater matter to beleive there is a God, than 
people. judge, p, 430- ; The ſame Author 
ſpeakingabout Experience[from hisown Ex- | 
perience I doubt not} how it helpsto Wit- 
nels that great T ruth of Godhead, p. 111. in 
- | the next Page, 112. ſpeaks thus, It. is nat , 
'- the Contemplation of | Nature in its highe(# 
5, flight, can anſwer ſuch an Aſſault of the De- 
vil, which may Wi the moſt Eſtabliſhed 
|. Bl Chriftian Adult in the being of a God. 8c. 
- but then he ſhews how Experience of God 
ie Y helps the Soul. Whether theſe be not 
cl Truths, I leave it to thoſe who have been 
et long exerciſed with theſe Temptations ; 
y $0ow if in that Point, as to the being of.'a 
vu || God, than much more as to Goſpel Truths: 
if that no wonder the Apoſtle Prays, that: Be- 
rc Bl feivers may abound in all Knowledge and 
h I Senſe, &: 55456 I Phil. g. we read Judgment, 
ic our 'the Greek word, and ſo the Margent 
j- Mcclls you, is Senſe, The Arabick. word is 
in very ſignificant, Grotius and Gomarus, - un- 
1g (dcritand by Senſe, Experience : Hemmingi- 
ut (#4 and Zanchie, opens the word excellently. 
u- & Some Men are cxerciſed with Temprtati- 
ons exceedingly more than others, and God 
| is 


# 


((.67). 
is WIA" t6 be mote Datk, or' exceeding 
i& {otic ov he is ro others; which 
hath'tmade me often-think and (ay, 

Xi is only Divitie Fexchins, and the ex- 
perinerital Senſe of what'ts tanght, that can 
nxuke's fond Clirftian- bear up and hold 
ro the Word in the'tine. of lohg atid fore 
Temptttions. I cord heregive a very fad 
bet trtie Story, the HKe {earce ever Hedrdbe- 
fore, pertinent to the Point in hand ; but I 
fat the' Devil wonld*make ill aſt of it 
afnon# ternpted Chriſtians, and therefore I 


wilt not emmit it to Wricthg, = 


Foretorn to theHeadI-am upon. If the 
Artbaftiſts ſay, How can a Man improve a 
Nullity,” and get Ex} erience of it ? Abta- 
hims Coveuznt with the Seed of Belteubre, 
mw 'i5 X17, Infam-Baptifir is Nall. Tue, 
I'dg hot know how a Min cat: improve a 
Ni#t##ty., But | doubt trot there are many 
Artabaptiftis in Enghnid; 'who lived ſeveral 
yeats before they drank iti this Opinion'ef 
An#haptiſh , and it; | that 'titme+ did" hor 
think Abrahams Covenant ; nor their Tnfat- 
Bzpriſm to be Nult 3 matyy of them alſo 
h&d Patenits not onl\viſible, bur real Chri- 
ſtats; T' appeal to 'thetr- Corciences, did 
yott 'im'that time before _ drank in this 
Sn improve the Couthtzhr, and your 

ht-Baptifm! ? did you mind theſe? did 


you 


hy oy Wal }F me (5 nn o | 


(7) 
you moditdte well ugdn:cbem/'> did yd 
believe them 'upon tiicle Moditations and 
Faith? did you follow God cluſt andicarmett- 
1y in Prayer for thcbenefars of them +. ant 
tho' you mer with Temptations, yet dit 
you hold on 2 and what, .did/God grvoxun 
in nathing, no ſupport, nd releif; no koun- 
fort tromathele? did you find no advabtage 
to your Souls by thele2 | with never Hckewe 
it. God 1s gracious, God is taithful;whar 
ever wethink of hun in our-dark hoursord 
will rather believe they did ndt follow dloſt 
their umprovementof theſe; for I mgct but 
with very few. cyen good Chriſtians, 'the' 
_— Anabattiſm, that do amprovetheth 
EC ought.» No wonder then tho' Met 
cry Out; Abraftans Covenant: is Null,; anti 
Infant-Baptifm Naill., when: they mover 
—_—_— em, {0 found nogood by tlie), 
and now turn Anabapriffs.' .: I'VE 
| know Chriſtians that lie-under-fome 
Temptations, may, amd. da. .expett more 
from the Covexant , Promiſe, and Sacra- 
ments, than Sodintended, ot+the Scripture 
holds forth, they would make one berix 
ture contradict another : If God gives in 
but S little, and _ = _ —_— 
our Temptations, . but yet - wilb ſupply:'vs 
with fo much from his -Conmendrnt,, FE We 
ate able to hold:up our handswn the day'bf 
B 4 Battel : 


{| 


Promiſestoo. Tho? I am far from attain- 


(8) 
Battel: that our Hearts are kept cloſe to 
him, and do not in the leaſt deparr from 
him ; If we cannot get the fatted Calf, and 
Mulick, &c. by 15. 23. [which ſome 
Chriſtians have] it we can butget a Kid, and 


have a Father to own us at laſt, 'tis worth 
our. Belciving, Praying, and Writing. 


Whar it was that Woman [a noted Mid- 


wite I knew] expetted to find at the Lords 
Supper, I know not, but it ſeems ſhe found it 
not : whereupon ſhe forſooke the Lords 
'Table, with this blaſphemous Specch, 4 Man 


may find as much good by a Loaf inthe Bakers 
Shop, as by the Bread in the Lords Sut per, for 


- ſhe hadbeen often there and could find no good. 


Hearing of this Speech, I inquired after her 
by. thoſe who had been long acquaint 

with her [I know not whether I ſaw her af- 
ter I heard it} they took her alwaies for a 


civil Woman, but did not think ſhewas 


acquainted with the work of Regeneration; 
but that made me to wonder the more, for 
fuch perſons commonly take up their Prieſt 


' inthe work done, in above partaking of the 


Ordinance. 

: It Chriſtians be at this Point, we expect 
fo much from Promiſes, ſo.much from Or- 
.dinances, or we have nothing, then we may 


doas ſhe did, throw off all Ordinances, and 
ing 


C9.) 
ing what I have fought and deſired, yer I 
bleſs God, ſo much Ihave attained from my 
underſtanding, and improving of Abrahams 
Covenant, and my Infrt-Ba tiſm ," that I 
have but a light eſteem of all the Anabap- 
tis Books againſt _ they ſignifie no- 
thing with me: but of this, more hereaf- 
[fr 

Diſputing without experiencing, ſignifies 
little in Divinity to a tempted Soul. Bur 
this I doubt not roaffirm, Did Chriſtians ſer 
in carneſt totheir work, and labour to im- 
prove Abrahams Covenant, and their Infant- 
Baptiſm, they ſhould find as much profit, 
adyantage, and luppore to their Souls, asany 
Anabaptiſts do by their Dipping when Adulr. 
Bur if Ordinances be not improved, how 
can Menexpc& any good by them 2 

When God made that Covenant with 4- 
braham, to be the God of him and his Seed, 
and appointed the ſeaf of his Covenant to be 
Adminifſtred to the Infant on the cigth day. 
Might not? ought not a// the Fews, and 
did not many of them when they came to 
years of diſcretion, and were taught the 
meaning of them, improve them to their 
Souls advantage? why then may not we 
as well improve the ſame Covenant, and our 
I > — wn when we are come to years 

diſcretion, to -our Spititual — 
when 


Ul 
0 


| oj 


(10) 
when we underſtand them by our. Paſtors 
and Parenes teaching 2 

If there be ſuch an advantage in Adutt- 
Baptiſm, over there 1s in Infant-Baptiſm 
what is the matter that ſome of them could 
ſay, they-tound no.{uch good by it? and 1 
do believe them by their Converſation; 
but eſpecially, what is the rcaſon that fo 
many hundreds of them calt oft both Infant 
and Adutt-Baptiſm, and deny Baptiſm alto- 
gcther, for which they were fometime fo 
zealous ? 1t there had. been tuch advantage 
in it; they would not have done fo wickedly 
to calt away fuch an Inſtmrution of Chrilt. 

Secondy, A ſecond thing which mught 
occaſion this, is, Thatſo many Children. of 
Godly Parents, who weve Dedicated to God 
in Baptiſm in their Infancy, and Parents 
have beſtowed great pains in their Educa- 
tion, yer prove wicked. | 

The deeper the wounds of ſuch Parents, 
and the ſorer the damnation of ſuch Chul- 
dren without Repentance. 

But firſt, We may obſerve the. greateſt 
numberot viſible, yea true Chriſtians in the 
viltble Church, conſiſt of the Children of 
{uch Parents. | 

Since the Flood of Iniquity of late years 
brake 1n upon this Nation, 1t hath riſen fo 
high that:it hath flown «into the _ 7 

3Q41- 
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Godly Parents, more than ever it did ſince 
England knew the Golpel. . F bis. is a Las 
mentation. *-. 
- Secondly, Was it notfo in Iſaac's Family, 
where but two, and one naught. NR 

Thridly, Wenever underſtood that when 
God made that Covenant with out Father 
Abraham, and his Secd, that he intertded'1o 
make all his Seed Godly z but we undes- 
ſtand fuch a Priviltedge 1n it, that neicher 
Parents nor Children, who have their Eyes 
opened, will part with , let the Arabaps 
tifs write what they pleaſe againſt ir. 
' Fourthly, But do this Dif- | 
Jing, and rhe omg _ _ - 
pertons help if? are they all 34 > 
Godly > If x Ele&tand Rege- pig we | 
herate be the only Subjects of iſm, he muſt 
Babtiſm, Cas mv Author tells fy mh, elſe he 
nie] Iam fure they are not of 9996, nor ws 
Anabaptiſm,tomy knowledge, bow of Pero 
unleſs drunkennels and un-- þ. 147, 148. 
cleanncſs, be Noxes of Rege- - 
neration ; we ſhall not need to go to Germa- 
ny to inquire, England will afford proot 
enongh. Mr. Baxter hath given us a fad 
account of ſore of then, enough tro-makea 
ſerious Chriſtian afraid of che Opinion. By 
a ſerious Chriſtian who came from New- 
England, we atc informed, T hata [ Sea-man 

AS 
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as I remember} one being Baptiſed, how 
long the Baptiſt held him under Water I 
know not, but ſo ſoon as his Head was a- 
bove Water, he wrapt out an Oath [fo I 
heard it] what do yon make account to drown 
me £ | 

Thirdly, Another is this, The great Ad- 
verſary of Chriſt and his Church, ſeeing 
how earneſtly the Spirits of good Chriſtians 
were ſet for the Reformationof the Church 
in all Points, according to the Holy Scrip- 
tures which we profeſs, to hinder this work, 
by dividing of Chriſtians, and railing Ani- 
moſities one againſt another, uſed this for 
one Engine. Fartifng of Intants of Belei- 
ving Parents, being the Opinion and Pra- 
Ctiſe of ſuch Chriſtians, they muſt now be 


thrown by. becauſe in the Scriptures wecan 


no where read that Chriſt gave command 
to his Apoſtles to Baptiſe Infants. While 1 
was anſwering this Book, word was ſent me, 
Thar there was one who would Diſpute with 
me in the Congregation, expeCting his co- 
ming, and knowing he had thrown away 
Water-Baptiſm; tor an Introduction to my 
work, I laid down Ten Argumentsto prove 
that Water-Baptiſm was ſtil] an Inſtitution of 
Chriſt, obliging all that profeſſed Faith in 
him, to practiſe, to hear what he would ſay 
to them, judging it a ſilly aft in him, to 

come 
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come to oppoſe me in Infant-Baptiſm, who 
had renounced Water-Baptiſm altogether:bix 


that day which he ſaid he would come, he - 
did not. About three Weeks after he did, 


and this was” all he had againſt me [whar 
concerned others I regard not? Where did 
Chriſt give command to Baptiſe Infants ? To 
this I had ſpoken ſeveral times before, that 


this was no New thing to the Congregation. = 


There was no ſuch expreſs command 'm 
thoſe words I granted, but there was a con- 
mand to Bapriſe Infants, implyed, included 
in that command of Chriſt to his A_ 
roBaptiſe Diſciples, Matth.28. 19. I frattied 
my Argument, but the Man couldnot rell 
which Propoſition to deny :* but after tome 
words [little ' to the purpoſe] civilly de- 
parted. | 

They- who deſire the Reformation of the 
Church, do not ſay every thing muſt beex- 
prefly ſer down in Scripture; bur if-ir be 
contained-in- the Scripture, and by nectſſa- 
ry conſequence deducted trom therice, we 
are bound to believe, or praCtite it. 

Our Lord 'raught us this in proving the 
ReſurreQion againſt the Sadduces; A'Foinr 
of infinite more conſequence, then the Bap- 
tiling of an Infant. For it there be no Re- 
ſurreion, to what purpoſe is our Religion 2 


Bur according tothe Anabaftiſts yr 
that 


Tz 


Is ) 
CY ent; ant  Church-Members with their 
CN Parents.* -Bur what miſchict this Principle 
and PraQtice hath done;and how it hath ers 
ved the Devils Detigri,we ate ſad Witnettes. 
Fourthly, 'T bo'- I darmor pur fo much 
ſtrels upon this, hecaute rhe Argument of 
the Anabaptiſ# calt outall che Poſteriryotthe 
ſoundeſt Believers, and holy Men, as well as 
the, matt: wicked:om of the Church ;.\yex 1 
believe rhisharh helped an with the'text,) to 
ſee what ignorant and debauched pertons 
[becaiife it is.the Mode: of the Nattoni/Dre- 
quire Baptiſm tor their Children; and\xt is 
"RAdminiſtred to them: © 'F he + Anvbirpte/ts 
Principle is, That Regenerate Perſons ave the 
only Srje of Baptzſm;: bur how tar is'this 
"Y Practice from them'Frinciple> This doth a 
"Wlicle catfurm mc init; becauſe that :Man 
whomt:;mentioned'in my firſt Page; with 
"E*hom we held Communion; whew thoſe 
Wo are ctteemed godly; and he did'think 
fo, had Children to 'be baptized, / he deti- 
ed he might know it, and would be'pre/ 
*Yicnr ar the Adminiftration, though hewas 
-Fnot clear for  Infant-Baprifm.”& 1! 
KY Thisl witfay,/F had rarher baprize-che 
Children of fome- Heathen, than of many 
 Ewhoarcaalled Chrifians, their Ignorance 15 
not mare ;nor Conerſativnworte , and. 


ve 


- theſe Chrigiaus have lived longunder : , 
| pel- 


{( 16,) 
I-light: Had they but the knowledge 
—_ in the Catechiſm in the rp 
Prayer-book,, and Converſations as civil as 
ſome Indians I have known, it were tole- 
rable:; bur when men are asked, 
Queſt. What i God ? 
Anſ. A good old man. - 
Qu. What « Jeſu: Chriſt ? 
: Hnſ.: A courteous young Gentleman. 
- Queſt. How many Gods are there ? 
Anſ; Ten. 
Qu: How many Commandments are there ? 
| Hnfſ. I wo. 
| Qu. Which i the firſt ? 
4 Anf. Salvation. 
| th What the ſecond was he oo that ſtood 
1 by, and ſhewed the three aomng rr 
't [che firſt two were another. perſon's] an 
| profeſied to my Father-in-law , when hee 
bi came to have his Child baptized, That helſv; 
\N anſwered him as well as he could. For 
y want of Catechifing and good Diſcipline in 
lk Church and State : Into what a nuſerable 
1 condition is this Nation fallen > Thar thisw 
kt hath helped on among theſe whoare godlyſhe 
('! Anabaptifs, I donotmuch doubt. . ti, 
\ Fifthly, 1 cannot exclude the holy andfjn 
1 juſt. government of God. When 'peopleſjur 
| + &. cometo be glutted with the precious Gol-ſfiw 
it pel-truths, che life of a Chriſtian ; _ ; 
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ſale and common ; new things would be 1 
| welcome. I doubt not to ſay, God ma | 
; | permit ſome of his own dear people to fll 
 B into ſome Errour, which in them he over- | 
looks and pardons: when others ſhall | 
take up that Errour , and bear up them- 
ſelves in it, becauſe ſuch godly men were 
of that Opinion, and that Errour to them, 
ſhall be an inlet to other Errours, and fo 
fall from one to another, filling their heads 
with notions, and ſpending time in dif- 
pute about ſight matters, and ruine their 
ouls at laſt. I thought it was a ſmart and 
errible ſpeech of Tertullian, Nec periclitor 
dicere, 8c. Nor do I think it any danger to 
day, The very Scriptures themſelves to be ſo 
, rdered or diſpoſed by the will of God, that they 
dWould minifter matter to Hereticks , when I 
eFead there muſt beHerefie, 1 Cor.11.19. which 
xſpithout the Scriptures could hot be, De pre- 
Yfcrip. adv. Hzret.p.86. 
inf And here I cannot but obſerve the judg- 
leÞnent of God [I can call it noother] That 
uwo great Corporations I know , where 
lyBhere were great Aſſemblies of Anaba- 
tifs, [It is theſame in many other places 
adn England ] the greateſt number of chem | 
lefturned Rnolgys , the Anabaptiſts Society | 
o-iwindle almoſt co nothing. Thus they 
e ho threw off AO DES: throw _ 
, e 


(186 = 

the Ordinance of Baptiſm it ſelf, the Lord's 
Supper, and the great Goſpel-truth, ferting 
up Self, and a Heatheniſh morality, being 
now fallen into the Mare mortuum, from 
which few or none return. 

Sixthly, Another thing which hath pre- 
vailed to draw away ſome honeſt meaning 
perſons, not able to judge, have been, the 
great ſtreſs and abſolute neceftity the Ana- 
baptifts put upon Baptiſm, and their Bap- 
tiſm, tor ſo they ſtyle themſelves the Bap- 
ftized Congregations, and none baptized but 
chetnſcives , which ſtrikes divers good 
Chriſtians with fear ; and what great good 
things they, may expect who do come in- 
to. their way , being Rebaptized , from 
Mark 16. T his Text Peter de Brus a Wal 
denſian ( in great eſteem with my Author 
for his judgment againſt Infant-Baptiſm; 
though herein, as in other things charged 
upon him, by his railing Popiſh Adverſary 
who took them up by Report from othe! 
he confeſſeth, it is thought he is abuſed 

| . makes great uſe of, and tell 

ſme pow ſal. us, Not one of theſe alone dot 
as. ſave, but joyntly ; not Baptiſt 
without our own proper Faith 

nor our own proper Faith without Baptiſm, 
able to do any thing ; neither of them without 
the other ſaveth. Therefore though Infant 
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be baptized by you , yet becanſe by the hin- 
derance of their, they cannot believe, by na 
means are they-ſaved. With other ſtrange 
Tenets, not worthy the Tranſcribing, IK 
my Author be not of the fame Opinion 
Þ with this De Brar, [if he be not abuſed} 
| why doth he fo much glory of him ini his 
= Book, and in his Tit/e-page ? And if this 
be true, That ſound Faith in Chriſt cannot 
ſave without perſons be of age, and Dowzed 
over Head and Ears; no' wonder though 
they who believe it, -yicld to Piping. 
intend not fo meddle with the Opinion, 
only this I fay, They who do believe Jefas 
" Chriſt to be God-man in one Perſon truly In- 
manuel, do reverence the Inſtitution of Chrift, 
and do acknowledge a neceſſity of the Ordi- 
nance, both a Neceſſitas modii & praceptt, 
if nor dare we omit it: Yea, fome of the $So- 
"MY cinians, | which I note becauſe of the Que 
quers, ſome of which I know to be rather 
worſe than Socinians, as to the! Perſon ot 
Chriſt, and deny Baptiſm altogether ; as 
L alſothe Lord's Supper, and no wonder] do 
I acknowledge Baptiſm not to bea thing in- 
ditterent, but neceffary., -as Martin. Gre- 
Y chonicins , and a nears of Salvation , as 
| Schlichtingins, That nv man is to be effeemed 
ofa Member of the Church of Chrift' without 
Ty Baptiſm, as Oforodus. Therefore he _— 
R C 2 an 
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; ' and Socinus, That Infants may 
_ _ be _—_ All quored with 
Re the Pages of their Books, by 
Calonius ; and tells us alſo, That in a Soci- 
nian Synod, held Anno 1636. in Tranſilvana, 
[as 1 underſtand it was] the Synod conclu- 
ded for Water-bapiſm, In the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. So that the 
Duaker as to Goſpel Ordinances, and other 
reateſt GoſpeEtruths , are the worſt Enc- 
mies Chriſt hath among them who own 
the Goſpel, which they do after a faſhion. 
The necefſ But though we own the Ne- 
Baptifor ;, Ceſſity of Baptiſm, yet we do 
for the Adult Not think a ſound Believer in 
and little chil- Chriſt dying without Baptiſm 
dren, but nt ſhall be damned: Our Lor 
_— %*- dothnot fay inthe nextwords 
”8>> Mark16.16. but he that belie- 
veth not , nor is baptized , ſhall be damned. 
Sound Believers may be hindred from Ba- 
ptiſm, and have been ſo. 

How the Hopes of ſpiritual advantage, as 
to more Grace and ſenſe of God's Love. Up 
on the Suaſrons ſore Seftaries have uſed toff 
draw honeſt perſons into their way, have 
prevailed, and how miferably they have 
complained after of Diſappointment, I could 
give Inſtance. | 

The Learned Reignolds Preter. 3. de Lib 
| Afoc 
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Apoc. doth aſſert, with many others whom 
he mentions. 

| can alſo inſtance one Woman reputed 
for a ſerious Chriſtian, who hearing an 4- 
nabaptift, and after aiſcourſing with him, 
he told her, ſhe muſt — all again 
ſhe wanted this Ordinance of Baptiſm, put 
her into ſuch a fright, that the Woman 
could not be quict in her mind till ſhe was 
Dipped, and then fell diſtracted, and ne- 
vcr recovered. I had this from her own re- 
lation. TT he Spaniards drive the Indians to 
Baptiſm ; and the Anabaptifs, ſcarge ſound 
Chriſtians, baprized,ro 4nabaptiſm. 

I wrote to an Acquaintance of mine in a 
Corporation where were many Anabaptifts, 
to certifie me about the Converſation of 
Anabaptifts. He anſwers me, they are moul- 
dered away to nothing, moſt turn Quakers. 
Two that lived the next door to him were 


| the beſt he knew. The Woman, when 


Dipt,thought ſhe was in a ſtate of Salvation, 
Cas ſhe ſaid] bur threw offtgrhart,all Ordt- 
nances and Prayer. He a little before his 
Death, ſlighted the Blood of Chriſt, and 
both died Bakers; yet by their carriage 
drew diyers to be QMakers. | 
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$6.C 1: 15 

As to the Book it ſelf , who ever was 
the Author. -I charged it with falſhood in 
theHiſtorical part : When ſent to borrow 
x again, a ſecond Edition was ſent me, then 
I wtheLener was truc, which affured me 
Colonel Danvers was the Author ; and a- 
bundance of Authors more added than 
were in the firſt: A whole Regiment 1; 
drawn up, to the admiration of the Igno- 
rant Anabaptits that now cry Vittoria, it he 
doth not abute his Authors, and the Ana 
haptifs too, which he hath moſt grolly. 

For the ancient Fathers, ſeycral of the 
1 had read, and knew them to. be contrar 
to his Opinion : But to follow Authors 1 
particular, . Ithought it a vain thing on the 
-bords-Day, and that in a: Country CongrefY 
gation. His quoting of the:old Britains 
and the Waldenſes, as being Encmicsco Inf 
Fant*Baptiſm, I took notice of, anſwered 
that and no more. Of which a little af 
terivards. | | 
- 1: As to the. numtrous company of Au 
_ hath quoted, T ſhall fay but twc 


FINgS. KEN E 
Firf, I deſire. my. Author to tell us it a 
monglt them all hecan find, who was the 
Author of Infant-Baptiſm, it it be an Er 
rour'; as we cantell'him who firſt Opp 
ec 


(23) 
ſed Infant -Baptiſm, Hereticks not of the low- 
cr rank. | 
nf} The Lord Brooks, is a perſon whom the 
wil Anabaptiſts would periwade us,: was one: of 
nÞf cheir: Sec ,” becaule of ſome Lines of his; 
1c with which I accord : Bur he tells us what 
a-ll prevailed with him on the. contrary ; his 
nf words arc theſe. 
ll For ought 1 could ever learn, it was the 
conftant cuſtom of the pureſ# and moſt primi- 
tive Church, Cmark Sir, not myſtical -B4+ 
bylon then] tobaptize the Infants of believing 
Parents ; For T could never find the begin- 
ning and firft Riſe of this Prattice ; whereas.it 
is very eafie to tratt Hereſies ta their firft riſing 
up and ſeting foot in the Church. | 
This agrees with what I am upon, why 
then do you quote him as if he were.yours ? 
As for i he ſaith about Schiſmaticks, Sir, 
you are the Schiſnatick, for I have kept 
Communion with a godly A4nabaptif ; but 
one tells me, that he defired Communiion 
with one of your Churches, but they waulld 
Lu] not admit him toCommunion, becaulc he 
wot would not be dipped. 
[ ſee my Author hath named Malſtct 
D. Rogers, as if he did fayour his Opi- 
© nion, when as living in the next. Town to 
him , and having intimate acquaintance 
with him, 1 knew himtobe a {mart Ene- 
g my to the Anabaptiſts. The 
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2. The ſecond thing I would ſay to them, 
is this, That ancient Father, pious, hum- 
ble. and learned Auftin flouriſhed aboye 
twelye hundred yearsbefore my Author, or 
any Anabattiſft in England was born; then 
he lived {o many years nearer the Primi- 
tive Churches , than my Author , or a- 
ny of our Anabaptifts: Whether then B. 
Auſtin , or thole Anabaptiſts ſhould beſt 
know the prattice of the Primitive Chur- 
ches as to Baptizing of Infants , ler a- 
ny ſober man judge : He being a per- 
ſon ſo learned and fo famous, no queſtion 
had all thoſe Authors which my Author 
quotes, that wrote before him, 1f not ma- 
ny morewhich we have not: And did not 
that learned pious Father underſtand them 
as well as my Author , or any Anabaftif 
now in Eng/and? And though he was noÞ#ﬀ 
Chriſtian himſelf, yet was not he acquaint- 
ed with the practice of the Greek Churches 
in his time better than our Anabaptiſts ? 
Now he faith, the praQtice of Infant-baptiſm 
was ſo univerſal in theChurch, Þ 
_—_— - that it could not but come 
reniſc.26. De from the Apoſtles. Eccleſia 
baptiſ. ccntra. ſemper habuit &c. T he Church 
Denat..2.C.7. ever heard it, faith he. 
& LHGM- Had not Auſtin ſpoke truc, 
there was one did watch him [Pelagins] 
who 
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who would have told him of it to pur- 
poſe, for that Practice ſtood in Pelagins's 
way, but Pe/agius did notoeny 1t. 
x And whereas my Author doth not re- 
ngard the Writers as to this Controver- 
i- Mie, that wrote after the TI hird Centuary ; 
I am verv confident there is no Author 
that wrote in the three firſt Centyaries, that 
ave any thing in them to oppole the bapri- 
zing of the Intants of believing Parents; but 
On the contrary, ſome of them ſpeak tor it. 
They that read rhe moſt ancient Wri- 
ers next the Apoſtles, may ſee the ſub- 
jet matter they treated upon , -did not 


a-Wive them any occaſion to ſpeak of Infant- 
ot Wapti/m, they had other Points in hand. 
ml Asto theold Britains, I was a little ſtart- 


ed to read them: brought againſt Infant- 
Baptiſm, the Prook my Author brings out 
of Fabian, I did read in him, but Imuch 
queſtion the truth of Fabianus, becaule Mr. 
Fox, giving us an account what Auſtin the 
onk required of the B#itih Biſhops when 
h, Fe came into England; tells us, © He re- 
neF* quired that they ſhould Preach the Gol- 
fa F< pel to the Engliſh-men, and that they 
<þF* ſhould among themſelves reform certain 
* Rites and uſages in their Church, ſpe- 
* cially for keeping Eafertide, and Bapti- 
* zing after the manner of Rome. 


Mr. 
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\ Mr. Fox quotes ſeveral Authors beſides 
Fabianus, for this : But that paſlage, That 
they ſhould give Chriſtendom to children,which 
Fabianus reports, he doth not mention. 
To Baptizcatter the manner of Rome, to 
uſe their Ceremonies in Baptiſm , and to 
baptize Children; differ much. I ſearched 
what Ceremonies were then uſed in Rome 
in Gregory's tune, and.no wonder though 
the Britiſh Biſhops rejected them. | 
But that the old Britains were againſt In- 
fant-Baptiſm, is very falſe, wh I thus prove. 
What ycar God firſt (ent the Goſpel in- 
to England , the Learned do not agree; 
there {cem to be {ſtrong grounds to believe 
that it was before King Lucius (ent to Ele 
therius B. of Rome ; ſome {ay it was, An.156 
oth:rs 16g, others 170, others 180. 
Conteſt between Auſtin and Pelagins, was a 
bour 417, in the 63 year of Aufins lite, a; 
Bucolcerus gathers. Pelagius denied Origi 
nal. Sin; upon that denied Infant-Bapt1 
as being ſuperfluous: not becauſe Infant 
cannot believe, which is the ſole Argument 
of our Anabaptiſts, Pelagius a learned man 
would have lighted ſuch an Argument a' 
this. 44#in proves Infants to be guilty « 
Original Sin, from the univerſal praCtice 
of the Church to take away Original Sin 
they did baptize Infants: Now this Infant 
| baptiſn 
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baptiſm, faich Aufin, The Church 
ever had it, ever held it, they re- Denerb. 
ceived ths from the faith of their 4p Ser. 
Anceſtors, and this will it keep with © 
perſeverance to the end. Ler Pela- 
ins Who was a Britain, aniwer this: Brita- 
ny had received the Goſpel 249 vears be- 
'Btore this Conteſt. Pe/1g:nus knew the pra- 
ghEdice of his own Country, and if it had 
een true, that the old Britains did not bap- 
In-Frize Infants, as my Author faith, why did 
ſnot Pelagius Contute Auſtin, charge him 
-Fvich talſhood ; the Britains do not baptize 
Mnfants, ergo, it is not the praf@ice of the 
niverſal Church : This being an Argu- 
ent Auf:n did lo urge, aud put ſo much 
rels upon it, Pe/agzu5 would have remo- 
Fcd it it he conld. 
But fo far was Peligins and his followers 
From denying what Aufin affirmed, that 
eleftins a Pelagian, in. a Book which he p 
orth at Roxze, .hath thele words, which Au- 
Wi quotes out of it; We do confeſs that In- 
ants ought to be baptized for remiſſion of fins, 
ccording to: the rule of the Univerſal Church, 


it Yd according to the ſentence of the Goſpel, 
y OFhough Celeftius do not mention the Text, 
cticFer by the following words, we. may plain- 


Sufy fee he means, John 3. 5. Except a man be 
fantorn again of Water and of the Spirit. Sathat 
Xiſn according 
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according to this Pelagian, here is Scrit- 
ture ground, and the Rule of the Univerſal] 1 
Church for Infant-Baptiſm. 
So then for the old Britains, they were| 
not againſt Infant-baptiſm : Now then for] t 
the Waldenſes, were I to charge any Opt 
nion or practice upon other - Churches, | 
ſhould firlt look to the Confetlion of theit 
Faith, then I rnay boldly charge them or 
not. As we have a few Anabaptiſtical Wri- 
ters in, Eng/and, ſhould their Books a hun- 
dred years hence fall into the hands of A- 
nabaptiſts in foreign parts, ſhould they 
then afhrm that the Church of Eng/and, 
Cor the Churches in Eng/and] were Ana: 
baptifs, would not this be falſe, and take 
it as a wrong doneunto us? View the Con 
tefſion of Faith of the Church of Englani 
of the Aſſembly of Divines, of the Inde 
pendents in England, in New England, : 
their Confeſſions declare for Infant-baptiſi 
Thus ſhould my Author have done, if he 
would dcal honeſtly with :the Waldenſe; 
produce their Confeſſion of Faith, and the 
Article in which they condemn Infant-ba} 
tiſm. In the Articles which I haye read c 
yer, I find no ſuch thing , but that Baj 
tiſm ought to be Adminiſtred only with þ 
Water , without any mixture of hallowei ; 


” 
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The Miniſters in the Vallies of Piemont, 
in the year 1532, when the Anabaptiſts in 
Germany were riſen up, in the 17th Article 
of their Conteſfion, declare for Infant-bap- 
tiſm : The Churches in thoſe Vallics, kept 
chaſte to Chriſt from the Apoſtles times, 
and were long before the Waldenſes were 
named; they were called Waldenſes , bnt 
this was a Nick-name put upon them by 
their Adverſarics, to make the World be- 
lieve, that their Religion was but a No- 
velty. CMorland.p.12.] - 

In the Confefhon of the Faith of the Wal- 
denſes in Bohemia, ( fo Vergerius three times 
calls thera ) the 12th Article Declares for 
Infant-baptiſm, Anno 1535. As the Ana- 
baptiſts roſe up , ſo the Churches drew up 
their Confeſſions againſt them : The Mi- 
niſters in their Pretace to their Confethon, 
write, © That ſome malicious Spirits, be- 


m © cauſe they would caſt all rhe Odinm up- 


* on them that they could , did reckon 
© them amongſt the Anabapriſts. Butthey 


d © anſwer , Nos ex fattione Anabajtiſtarum 
f © non eſſe,nemini ignotum eſt. All men know 


© they were none of that Fa#ion, nor had 


4 © any thing to do with the Anabapriſts. I he 


* Doctrine they confeſſed in their Church- 
« es,, they held and owned , before the 


| © name of the Anabaptiſts was ſo much as 


1- © heard of. So 


(39) 

So that my Author hath platnly abuſed 
both the old Britains, and the Waldenſes. 

Obſerving how my Author and Mr 
Tombs inſulted over Mr. Baxter, and he 
thar gave me the Challenge to Print; rel- 
ling me, A/! my Party were ſilent, and I li. 
ving in a Country ſmall 'Towny and not 
hearing what Books came forth, I could 
not tell what to think of it; but when 
wrote ow Copy for the Preſs, I left here a 
ſpace ,.till I wrote to Mr. Baxter , to knon 
whether he had met with any Argumen 
to change his thought. I thank him, h 
{ent me down his Book in anſwer to them 
both. Then one lent me Mr. Wills. | 
heard alſo of Mr. Yhit#on, bur I ſaw none 
of theſe Authors till m Copy was Written, 
but I ſee they have anfwered Mr. Danver 
to you , diſcovered his groſs falſhood 
and forgery. Another Divine I met with 
that knows Mr. Danvers, though he hath 
nat writren againſt him , yet he hath fo 
traced him, that he cold me, never did 
Feſuites abuſe Authors in their Quotations, 
morethan he hath done. 

That the Feſites practice lies this way, 
we may {ce in Be//trmine, who quotes Ter 
ef the Fathers to juſtifie his Doctrine of 
Chriſts preaching to the Spirits in priſon, 
1 Pet. J. 19. when as Six of them ( war” 

ay 
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ſay , Eight of them) give that Interpreta- 
tion of the T ext, which Be/larmine himſelf 
condemns. See (faith that pious and learn- 
ed Reignolds) With what Conſcience theſe 
Feſintes handle the Controverſies of Religion ; 
which may well be applyed to Mr. Danvers, 
abuſing ſo many Authors as he hath done; 
[Reigno/d. Prelec. 86. de tb. Apochr.p. 1044. 
See him again, p.10983.] | 


SECTITiON IL 


Leaving then the Hiſtorical part , 
which Infant-baptiſn2 is much confirnied: 
Let us come to the holy Scriptures, out of 
which our Divines who have laboured: in 
this Controvertie, have produced ſomabty, ' 
that I know not how morecan be well ad- 
ded; where theretore others haye been 
large, I will be briet. 

Oae man I knew ( though I had no in- 
ward acquaintance with him) about fifty 
years ſince, a Mechanick, and Head ofa 
ſeparate Company in thoſe days; he had 
none but his Mother-tongue , but a very 
good head in Polemical Divmity. T his Do- 
Arine of 4n:i-pedobaptiſm then being pro- 
pd to him, he reje&ted, though he 

ad other Arguments againſt it, yet Lrook 
notice of this: I obſerve ({aith he) ever fnce 
God had a people ujon the earth, he made a 


dif- 
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difference between the families of his ſervants, 
and of wicked men, even before the flood,Gen. 
6.2. There is not only truth, but frength 
in it, what-cyer the Anabaptiſts {cribble 
againſt it. 

Two Texts eſpecially my Author pitch 
upon, becauſe he thinks we build much up- 
on them; Gen.l7. 7. & I Cor.7. 14. and fo 
we do : theſe he labours to take from us. 
Thatthe childrenof the Jews were Church- 
members with their Parents, the Anabap- 
tilts acknowledge: Then they were made 


ſo, by this Covenant of God with Abrahain| 


and with his Seed , and the Command- 


ment to Circumciſe them ; here then we 


; muſt begin. 


From the 17. Ger.7. I lay the Argument 
thus. . 


A gracious Covenant made, ſigned, and| 


ſealed by God, with a believing Perſon and 
his Seed, and never repealed by God ; that 
Covenant remaineth in force , and isto be 
figned and ſeated unto his Seed. 

Burt that Covenant of God with Abra- 
bam( to be his God, and the God of his 
Seed, was ſuch a Covenant, and neyer re- 
pealed, Therefore 

This we premiſe, There is a grear diftc- 
rence between the outward Adminiſtration 


e's F a ibÞl ds 


of an Orcinance, and the inward Effica- |, 


| cy? This is clear in the Lords Supper, 
| preach- 
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preaching the Word, and ſoin Baptiſm; the 
Scripture is-plain for this, and the Anabap- 
tilts cannor deny It. 

Or, if you pleale to rake Mr. Tho, Hook- 
er's diſtintion, There is an, Inward and an 
Outward Covenant. [” Cov. of Grace, p.2.3.] 

Inward, ſtanding in a ſpiritual -Inſtirution 
of it between God and man. . 

When God calls a peopk, 'and with his 
Call gives them Faith to anſer his Call. 
$o that now; he is indeed; their-iGod,; be- 


comes theirs by Faith, , and. the who are 


thus in Covenant with him never fall 
21ly, The; outward -Coyenant- is mote 


large; The Diſpenſation of this God giyes 


on his part to Chriſtians, and their. En- 


FAgern gements- on their pherects is Faith:in pms 
ubjection to him : doth: engage hirta- 


{af to them, and if they anſwer the out- 


ward Priviledse , he wal make them'a 
choice people, Exod. 19.5. Dent. 26. 17, IS, 
&c. roo long to tranſcribe. ,.;  '! 

By vertue of this Covenanc., God was 
faid, To know. them above adl'the Nations iy 
the world, Amos 3. 2. God. fet up bu Taber- 
nacle among} them, and dwelt amongft them, 
Exod.25.8. Pſal. 135 1: Chpſe Iſrael for bis 
peculiar treaſure, Plal. 135:4- Gave them his 
Ordinances, Pſal.147. 19,29; God wrought 
for them wonder Aly, ; and though 'they 

D pro- 


ig <_.. / ao; 
provoked him- exceedingly ,- yer he bare 
with them, and. did not for Abraham's 
ſake caſt them out of his preſence a yet, 2 King, 
£3423. Thus was he a God to them, the 
whole viſible Church of the Fews; by it 


God-gave them a'great advantage to lay|* 


[hold upon God; ro- become their God, in 
an outward Covenant, in Effi Jas well 
as itioutward Adminiſtration :-T his I fay, 
by-vtrtue iof 'this-Covenart with Abraham, 
till they Uealvmoſt wickedly' with God in 
Covenant,"zejefting Chriſt, the. promiſed 
Seed in ants ; Covenant ';-1n . whom 
they: ſhould be bleſſed; then. God brake 
Covenant with them, and''caft them 
Zebh:11.19;14. Cnfiiicili | | 


.'!1As'a people may beſaid to be Gods peo 


ple; lo Godrheir 
1'12. Whenithey acknowledge'God to bt 
ghconely wie God; and their God:"!  - 
. 2, When they worſhip him with hi 
own Worſhip onely. C3 REV! 
./3, When'they profeſs his- Fruths, Do- 
Arines, and take his Word for-their Rule: 
4: When they do Covenant 'and: en: 


gage themſelvesto God. Yet among thel 
may be many Hypocrites,/anl but formal 
Chriſtians ; as'Branches- are”ſaid" to be i 
'» My Author mayes ſix: Queſtions hert 


[ 
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to raiſe a duſt, and trouble the..Reader, 
when things are plain; he might haye:re- 
duced them to. Three, what is conſider- 
able in the reſt I fhall couch. | 
Firſt, I call it a Graczous Covenant: We 
read of ſeyeral Promiſes God made to 4- 
braham, Gen. 12.2,3,7.and Chap. 13,1415, 
I6. and Chap.15.1,4,5- Burt the word Cove- 
nant we read not of till this i 7th:Ghaprer, 
| here we have it ſeveral times :' and 2 us 
Covenant between Abreham and his Sced, 
being the laſt branch of the Covenanv (:for 
Canaan in the next Verſe, was pronulſed 
three times before} God now adds a Sign 


3 
verſe 11. which the Apoſtle calls a Seal, 
Rom.4.11. Sothat now All the former F-- 
miles, God bindsthem up, and fealsthem 
be in a Covenant. 'Fhe great Promiſe of 
all Chap. 12. 3. In thy Seed frall all the Ne- 
tions be bleſed , is not mentioned. in. this 
Chapter, ſince Ged: began to ſpeak- of- a 
Covenant; but this was a partof the 
venant, the Apoſtle - Peter tells the 7ews, 
Ats 3, 25. Te are the Children of the\Cove- 
| nant which God made-with owr Fathers, ſay- 
ing to Abrabam, 4nd ii: thy Seed ſball, all 
the Kindreds of the earth be bleſſed. \\,; - 

Henee that thys was & Covenant ol Grace, 
no man can rationally deny. The A 
i 1Sfo clear for it in Rom.q.and Gal 3.) -. 
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1. How can God after the breach of the 
firſt Covenant, now Covenant with any to 


be their God, but by a Covenant of Grace ? 
2. A Covenant in which Chriſt is pro- 
miled,; and it is confirmed in Chriſt, Ga- 
lat. 3.17. 
3. A Covenant wherein God preacheth 
the Goſpel to Abraham, Gal.3;8. 


4, A'Covenant,the Righteouſneſs where- | 


of is'the Righteouſneſs of Faith, Rom.4.11. 

5: A Covenant made 430 years,” before 
the' Covenant at Mount Sinai, which $S:- 
nai Covenant could not diſanul , Galat. 


17. | | 
5 Gur Divines have cleared this fo. that 


Ifay no more of it; and therefore being 


confirmed in Chrift , it muſt be the ſame 


with the new Covenant. But as Chriſt was}. 


firſt reyealed but obſcurely in a promiſed 


Seed, but afterwards by the Prophets there], 


was a clearer revealing of Chriſt the nearer 
the time this Son of Riyhrrouſnes ſhould 
riſe: So the new Covenant was compre- 
hended in this Covenant made with Abra- 
ham, but by the Prophets afterwards God 
revealed it more fully, after the Jews had 
{o violated the Mount Sinai-Covenant. 


Hence that which Divinescall the Animal 


federis, the Soul of the Covenant, I will be 
their God, was allo in Abrahants Cove- 


nant. My 
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My Author denies that Abrahanrs Co- 
yenant and the new Covenant arethe ſame; 
he tells us, it was a mixed Covenant ; there 
were two Seeds, and ſo Promiſes, and of two 
forts, which muſt he applyed right to the two 
Seeds. . 

Anſ. 1. How many Coycnants ſhall we 
have in the Bible, by this Author > Camero 
is blamed by ſome Divines for making 
Three Covenants, but by this Author we 
ſhall have Four. 1. Adan's Covenant, or 
Covenant of Nature; 2. Abrahants Cove- 
nant; 3. The T1faelites Coycnant at Mount 
Sinai ; 4. T he New Covenant. 

2. Are there not outward Ptpmiles alſo 
| annexed tothe New Covenant, as well asto 
Abrahants> Do we notread them plainly 2 

3. Are there not two Sceds in your Ad- 
miniſtration of Baptiſm, to Adult Perſons 
- by Dipping ; Rea, and Formal? I am ſure 
they are not all Real Chriftians; and do 
not your Baptiſm belong to the New Cove- 
nant, a Sign and Seal of the Grace threof > 
Yet this you Adminiſter to ſuch, as prove 
Notorious Hypocrites. 

4- Did nat Abrahants Seed by this mix- 
ed Coyenant, enjoy beſides outward Corpo- 
ral Bleſſings, thoſe BleffingsI mentioned be- 
fore, in the Church, with more | might 
haye mentioned? n 

D-2-;- 5- Did 
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5. Did notGod engage himſelf to be the 
Godof all the Seed? and did not CYreumcifon 
Seal up his Covenant and Engagement to 
chem, if rli&y did perform the Condition 2 
and had they not a great advantage by 
God'sengaging himſclt thus to them to lay 
hold upon God, for their God and Eternal 
Portion ? | 

21y, This Covenant was made with Abra- 
ham as a Believing Perſon, and the Father of 
Believers; it was not made with him as a 
Man, nor with his Sced as Men, but as the 
Seed of a Believing Father. Circumciſion was 
the Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith. Rom. 
4. 11. in which Chapter twice he 1s ca}led 
The Father of all Believers, both Jews an 
Gentides; and Gal. J. 29. 


Here a Queſtion might be moved, why 
Abraham ſhould be called, The Father of Be- 
fievers; my Realon is, were there no Be/ie- 
vers before Abraham ? was he the Firſt and 
Eldeſt Believer ? The Father in the Family 
is the firſt in the Family. ; ſo Abraham, if 
the Father, ſhould be the firſt. But was 
not Abel a Behever in Chriſt, Enoch, Noah, 
&c. ſurely there were Believers in Chriſt a 
Thouſand Years before Abraham was Born, 
what may we think of Adam and Eve in 
Charity, may we not think they Believed 


IN 


+ hight 
in the Px6miſed Seed? why then ſhoyld 
Abraham be the Father ? . | 

Aquinas Anſwering to a Queſtion, Wþp 
Circumciſion was commandedfirft to Abrahatn, 
and to-none before ? [ Serm: Dott: J. 9:79 
At. 2.7) Anſwers, That Abraham. was the. 
firſ# that recerued the Promiſe front God.,of. 
Chriſt to be born out of his Seed, and the fir|k 
that ſejerated himſelf from the Society of Ins 
fidets. If this were true; it-would ferve ta 
Anſwer our Queſtion. Tho' A La'ide las 
bours to defend the Vulgar 'Tran{aCtiaon, 
Ger. }. 15. She fhall bruife thy. Head ; yen 
faith it come all to. one. For 3t is the Fo- 
man by her Seed, that is Chriſt, that 'briiſed 
the Serpents Head ; Do we think the Lord 
did not teach his Servants then theruſeignd 
end of the Sacrifices > So ghat Chrift was 
__ before; and there were Believers 

ore, if there were a little, more xeycaling 
of Chriſt to Abraham now, that is all. I do 
more admire his A& in factificing his Son 
Iſaac, though that is given to. his fear of 
God, Gen.22.12, 

[cannot think of any better reaſon than 
this, though there were Believers in Chriſt, 
and Abraham might be a ſtronger Bcliever, 
but with none did God make an exprels 
Covenant, a Betiever and his Seed, and ical 
the Covenant to his Pofteriry , but. with 
Abraham only. D 4  ſhal} 
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[ ſhall add a few more words preſently. 

'J- This Covenant was made alſo with, and 
ſexled to his Seed. 
.ii/Fhe great Queſtion is, who are this 
Seed? my Author tells me, His Spiritual 
Seed:: Whence I meet with this once and 
apain,' That Abraham's natural Seed was 
a Type of the ſpiritual Seed; Eleft, Re- 
generate. 'Thus.in anſwer to the queſtion, 
Whether nut baptizing Infants makes not the 
Priviledge under the Goſpel, leſs than under 
the: Law? He anſwers, The natual Seed of 
Abtaham wu a typical ſhadowing thing 
as the Antitype exceeds the Type, the ſpiritual 
birth the carnal birth; ſo much are we bet- 


ter 
fo much 


'Anſ. 1. What do you mean by 
are we better *, Were none of theſe who 
were Circumciſed being Abrahan?s natural 
Seed; alſo his ſpiritual Seed > Your words 
carried it as if not. Beſides here would be 
a queſtion, How the Elett-regenerate, the 
| har Seed,: are Abraham's Seed ; how is 
e aFather to them , as ſuch? I am ſure 
they are Chriſ?s Seed, 1653.1 0,11. And we 
cati give reaſons, why they: ſhould be cal 
. led bs Seed. he is the meritorious and effici- 
ent cauſe of them , but Abraham neither 
way : You would have done well to have 
ſhewn us this. Abraham is not ſo much a 
| | Father, 


—_ 
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Father to us, as Par# was to the Corinthians, 
1 Cor.4.15. neither Iam ſure in this reſpe&t 
he was Father to Iſaac, he did not con- 
vey Faith in his Generation of Iſaac; how 
then is he a Father to us now? That there 
were Belicyers before Abraham, the Apo- 
ſtle, Heb. 1 1.4,5,7- Inſtance in Abel, Enoch, 
and Noah; (and more I doubr not ): but yet 
in the Hiſtory written by Moſes, Abraham 
is the firſt perſon who is called a Believer, 


| upon a ſpecial Promiſe given to him, Gen. 


15.6. it any caule, he was but Canuſa exem- 
1lars,which is Cauſa adjumans to the prin- 


P cipal: By hisexample we ſhould be ſtirred 


up to believe the Promile of God, as Abra- 
ham our Father did ; (a) bur 


he had ſuch an advantage as CG). __ 


[we have not: he knew the 711 jftifie ws. 

Promiſe was made to him im- 

mediately , without any diſcourſe, which 
we cannot know, but muſt firſt prove the - 
Condition. But this I think alſo is a rea- 
lon, He was the fir# perſon ſealed, that rc- 
ceived the Seal of that Promiſe or Cove- 
nant, and all his Seed after him command- 
ed to receive and obſerve the ſame. T his 
Sign and Seal being wvi/ib/e, I conceive 4-' 
braham is to be conſidered, as a viſible-belie- 
ving Father, and all his vz/ble Seed muſt be 
ſealed as the Father. pr 

2. As 
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2. Asto what you ſay, the natural Seed 
are the Type of the ſpiritual Seed ; was not} 
Tſaac his natural Seed, and was he not all 
his ſpiritual Seed; then it ſeems Iſaac way 
a Type of himſelf. So all the godly Few 
after , that were Abrahan!s Sced atter thqy: 
fleſh, were T ypesof themſelves. I pray tc 
us how the TI ype and Anti-type meet 1 
one individual perſon > To what Topic 
in Logick will you refer the Typeand Anz, 
ti-type ? | 
2/9, When the Anti-tvype comes, the 
Type ceaſe : When then J/aac, Facob, ant) 
the I/rae/ites , that are the natural Seed 
come to be the Sprritual Seed, then the) 
mulſt ceaſe to be his natural Seed : But howm 
is this poſſible > When Chriſt came, thqc 
Types ceaſed. an 
3/y, When you Dip your Regeneratqco 
perſons; afual Believers you think theyV, 
are: then they are the Seed of Abrahatve 
you judge; then Abraham 1s their Father|eft 
then God i their God : but divers of thelqge: 
are Hypocrites, we know.they bave proveding 
ſo, and we ſhall hear an Anabaptiſt anoqÞa 
acknowledge it: they profeſſed they toolſth 
him for their God, and worſhipped himth 
&-c.while they then lived in yourChurcheqDe 
and did not as yet openly diſcover then br, 
ſelves; was God in no fenſe their God? }Ca 


4, Ti 
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2ed 4ly, To whom Chriſt is a Head, to 
them God may be ſaid ro be a God: Bur 
IfoChriſt is the Head ofthe viſible Church, in 
vaghich arc many -unſound Members ; 
Branches in him that bear no fruit, John 
hq5.2. Then God in ſome ſenſe is their God, 
cliff Chriſt may in ſome ſenſe be their Head. 
in 5, Is there not an external and an in- 
cernal Adoption? Rome. 9.4. to them fer- 
\nained the Adoption : Were they not called 
od's children ? Deut. 14.1. Is not God then 
thahe God of his children> Do not God fay, 
ney are mine? Ezck.16.20,21. and yet is - 
WGod no way their God? 
| 6/y, If the fpiritual Seed be there onely 
oFmeant, then all the Iſraelites in the Land 
got Canaan were the ſpiritual Seed; which I 
anſwer is falſe. That they muſt be fo ac- 
atqcording to your interpretation, the next 
Verſe proves itz Ger. 17.7, 8, 9. At the 8th 
verſe, I will give unto thee and to thy ſeed 
rlefter thee, the 1 and wherein thou art a ftran- 
clqger, all the Land of Canzan for an everlaſt- 
Jing poſſeſſion. And I will be their God: Tho 
ofitalt therefore keep my Covenant, thou and 
ollthy ſeed after thee in their” generations. Can 
the Holy One ſpeak plainer than he doth > 
9 Doth he not tell you, that that ſeed of 4- 
braham which ſhall inherit the Land of 
Canaan ( where his Tabernacle and - 
' his 
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his Inſtituted Worſhip was ſet up ] anq0 
there kept the Seal of his Covenant, tha i 
he will be their God ? Doth not God ſpeak 
the ſame, Dent. 29. 10, II, 12, 13. to the 
men, women and children, who then ent 
tred into Covenant with God. That he maj"! 
eftabliſh thee to day for a people unto himſelf. 
And that he may be a God unto thee, afC 
he hath ſaid unto thee, and as he hath fwonſA! 
to thy Fathers, &c. 

When Peter would draw the Jews to be: 
lieve in Chriſt Cruciftied , who as yct were 
Unbelievers, and not turned from their in- 
iquities, As 3. 25,26. Do he not uſe thi 
Argument, To are the children of the 
penant which God made with our Fathers 
Abraham i*n thy ſeed ſhall all the kinreds of 
the earth be bleſſed. This part of the Cove\P! 
nant was moſt proper to the thing . Petef 4 
had in hand. Bur it they were now th 
children of that Covenant God made wit 
Abraham, then God was their God, though 
as yet they were not a ſpiritual ſeed. 

Asto this Seed the Fews tell us, The See 
of Iſhmael «i excezted from Circumci'on ; 
it is written ; For in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be 
called to thee, Gen 11. 12. And Eſau & ex- b 
cepted, for lb, Tlaac ſaid to Jacob, and hel 

give to thee the bleſſing of Abraham, to thee 
and to thy ſeed, Gen. 28. 4. Ihmael was call 
Ol 
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n4out of the Church. Profane Eſau deſpiſed 
| his Birth-right, and is caſt off, 

al. As to the Sons Abraham had by Keturah, 
þ4though the Scripture doth not ſay they 
n.they were circumciled, yet we may rather 
al think they were. But whether after Abra- 
#tham had ſent them away, they kept up 
{Circumciſion in their Families, [1hmae! 
band Eſau kept up Circumciſion we know] 
and taught their Children the ſpiritual 
x meaning Of it, the Scripture is {iſent. So 
re that from them we candraw no Argument 
n4pro or con. This is enough for me, that 
4 when God ſaith, IT will /Fabliſh my Covenant 
between me and thee, and thy ſeed after thee, 
| ——To be @ God unto thee , and to thy ſeed 
after thee. And the very next words, God 
promiſeth to give the Land of Canaan 
off to his ſeed, and will be their God there. And 
theſe were the Seed of Iſaac, the Seed of 
Jacob; and as, the Martw Stephen calls 
them, A#s 7.38. the Church of God in the 


organica , though God might have ſome 
belong to him that ſprung from the other 
Sons of Abraham.) T his is plain and clear, 
| but I am ſure all theſe were not the fpiri- 
tual ſeed. 

71y, Ele&-regenerate ſtand upon even 
ground with Abraham, but here __ puts 
ome 


Wilderneſs [that 1s, Ecclefia inftituta, vel 


(46). 
ſome honour'upon Abraham, that his (e 
ſhall havea bletling for his ſake. 

8, It Ele&-regenerate be only mea 
by the Seed, then there needed nor tf 
word Seed to be put in, unlels you 
fay, God 1s not the God of Elect-rege 
rate, unleſs they be Abraham's Seed; n 
he not of Abel, Enoch, Noah, 8c. 

oly, This Covenant with Abraham and 
feed was ſigned and ſealed, Gen. 17. 9.10, 1 
12. What Mofes calls a Sign , or Toke 
the Apoſtle Ro-7.4.11.calls a Seal. 

My Author tells me, Circumciſion was 
Seal to Abraham only, not to Believers, 

. their feed. To Infants it was a ſign put i 
their fleſh, 8c. too tedious to tranicribe z 

A. You tell us, it ſealed to Abraham 0 
the Truth of that Promiſe, That in his ſee 
all the Familes ould be bleſſed. But the ſan 
Promiſe was made to Iſaac,Gen.26.4. at 
to Jacob, Gen.28.14. Did it not ſeal to ther 
as well > Yea, the Apoſtle Peter, Acts 3.25 
rells the Fews, they were children of the Ci 
venart God made with our fathers, ſaying 
Abranam, And in thy ſeed ſhall all the kin 
reds of theearth be bleſſed. Did dot Circum 
cilion fcal this ro them as well > The ent 
of Seals is to confirm Faith : had not they 
have not we need to have our Faitl 


ftrenthned > Is che Anabaprifts Faith & 


{tron 
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47 
fee) frong ; that they need no Seals? 
2ly, 1 rook God's Signs to be Seals, by 
ead the Apoſtle's Authprity : I look on the 
| Rain-bow which God calls, Geng. 12, 13. 
i the Token, 1 { the ſame word uled, Ger, 
eng 17- 11. of Circumciſion? of his Covenant, 
x to be not only a Sign, but a Seal of his 
Covenant, that he will not drown the 
OT abr &v06 x, 6 Galatch 
id 3ly. why do you ſay, it ſcaled that 
ol Promiſe; What did it ſeal nothing but 
that? That Promiſe is not mentioned in 
| this Chapter, but in the 12th, and 22th; 
bur in this Chapter, {ſo ſoon as the Lord 
im had made the Covenant berween hiraſelf, 
Abraham, and his Seed, immediately the 
the Lord adds this Circumciftion, and calls 
$it his Covenant. I am {ure ir ſ(cals this, 
| and I doubt not but-the-Fews did ſo look 
a6 upon it, as a Scal of the Covenant between 
x} God and them ; that God was their God, 


241 and they his people. 


- | Sir, you muſt give me better grounds 
in] than theſe, or elſe I nut {till be of the opi- 
1] fion of the grearbody of the molt learned 
{ and: pious ', rajung viz. That all the Sa- 
yl raments of the 01d and New Teſtament, 
th were and are Signs of the Covenant, ſealing 
i 4 the Grace of God to Believers. My rd 
| thor 
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thor hath more Notions about Circumc. 
fon : but of them afterwards. 


In the Child, Circumciſion left a ſignal Inf « 


preſſion, laith he. 

A. 1. T hat which you call a fignal In 
preſhon, God calls his Covenant. But 

2ly, Though there were a ſignal Im: 
preſhon left in the Infant; vet it when 
came to years 1t were not taught the -ſpi 
ritual meaning of it, the Child would ge 
no benefit by 1t. - 

Jly, Whar ſignal Impreſſion 1s left upor 
thoſe whom you baptize by Dipping, whe 
Adult, more than upon thoſe who are bay 
tized by pouring of Water upon then 
when Infants? True, you can remember 
betrer you were dipped ; but Children, the 
they have but a moral certainty from the! 
Parents and others, and: the T eſtimony « 
the Book in which they are recorded , ye 
being taught the meaning of it, and F 
cially if as ſome Parents who compoſe ſhort 
Prayers for their Children, pur in that Pe 
tition, for the blething of their Baptilm,' as 
ſome Parents do; Chaldren may keep it 1 
mind, and in time come to make..as good 
uſe of it, as thoſe who are dippefl when 4 
dutt; and Experience I hove will prove 
It, | 


4ly, 
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FE If that be true which Mr. Tontl»s is 
py 


ej} proper to their Nation? 
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ing to believe out of Mr. Selden, that 


he Jews admitted Proſelites, by Baptiſm the 


female kind, the ſame Author Mr. Selder, 
and ſo Baxter tells us, the Children alſo 
of the Proſelites were admitted by Baptiſm; 
to what purpoſe ſaith the Azaba tif, fince 
they underſtand it not, and there is no 
Impreſſion left : Let the Fews anſwer that, 

fly, 4brahan!s Seed being ſo nume- 
rous as the Stars inthe Heavens, how could 
the Infants circumciſed, when they came 
to riper years, and living only in Canaan, 


4 khow that thete was any Signal Impreſſion 
1 Made upon.their fleſh, unleſs their Parents 
B Colegge® them: might not they well 


think alWnen were as _ or it might be 
1 they then wete 
certain by their Parents and others in- 


forming them, cannot we be as certain by 


our Parents Information ,. that we were 


| baptized 2 


6ly, May there not be a Conveyance of 


24 a great Efate toa Child that lics in the Cra- 


1 


dle, and underftand nothing many years ; 


x] but when it cornes to tipe years, and ſec 
44/8 Name in the Conveyance, and the 
wel Witneſſes, now it can ſue for it. TI'wo 


ly 


things are very deſirable, if there were no- 


]'\ling to trouble the | A Cathing | 
39 ro 


- Now. to take carcof chem, ang. inſpeftiqn. 
£11 


FO ) 
to be lamented ]. and other things concur. 
Firſt, That Bapriſin ſhould. eyer be admi- 
niſtred/in the face of the Church. Second- 
ly, The Names of all baptized Recorded; 
both which I haye known the conſtant 
practice in Independent Churches: ] By 
both which , 4 Parents Education , a 
Child. when it comes to years .of under- 
ſtanding , may be as ſure of. its Baptiſm, 
though it makes no Imprethion as Circum- 
cilton did in the fleſh', and now ſue out 
the Bleſſings which there the Lord did fig: 
nifie, and conditionally ſeal to be.mine. 
'2ly, Were our.Churches ih that order 
they ought to. be 3:and were that laudable 
Practice [which certainly. 1s our Duty] 


raken up, viz. That ſpecial care lytaken, | 


that Children baptized be diligently Cate, 
chized, and when they come to fit years, 
be, called. before :the Elderfhip,, there to 
own their Bagtiſmal Coycnant, and give, 
an account of their Faith ; ſolema Pray- 


cr made for. them., and the Church 


over, them,, as being; their Members; 
there : would, be. no, room. for, this Obs 
jeion, and lcls ground, for Anabaztiſts to 


ciy. down. Tnfant-battiſm. It we will keey, 
Churches Lk fax as our, Nury can reach} 


for Cheriſh ,..ix 1s not. preaching a. Sermon = 


OT 


an 
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or two on the LorZ? 5-Day, will do the work, 
there is more required than fo. 

Though the Anabaztifts (trength he tn 
the incapacity of Infantsto believe inChrilt, 
yet becaule this notion hath been a'tiouble 
to.me herctoſhre therefore I ſpeak' rhe 
more to it. 


Fly ,, This Covenant never repealed by 
God. Now I come to the Pinch : Mr.Tombes 
the greatelt Adverſary-that ever the Seed of 
Believers had, yields two things. . 

t. That the Children of the Jews were 
Members with their Parents in the Jewiſh 


Church. | But then, fay 1, it muſt be by 


 vertue of chis Parental-CoyenantGod made 


with Abraham ; elle how they ſhould be 
Members with their Parents, I know not. 
21y, That if the Children of believing Pa- 
rents, be Members of the Church 'with the 
Parents," then they muf#- be baptized. © For I 
grant, (aith he) that Bajtiſm is the by and 
manner of ſolemn Admiffion into the Church, 

I meantbe regular way. + Rad hangs 
mn the Queſtion muſt be thus fta- 

red. ; 

Queſt. hen the Jews believed in Chriſt, 


oy come, crucified, riſen, and aſcended, as 


the five thouſand in As 4. 4. Did the Lord 
ww repeal his Covenant which he nade with 
poo E 2 Abraham 
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Abrahatn and his Seed ; admit only the 
Parents into the Goſpel-Church, but bar the 
Doors againf#t their Poſterity, or Children ? 
I think I have ſtated rhe Queſtion right, 
and if this cannot be proyed, then I hope 
believing Gentiles ſhall find a way to bring 
in their Children too with the Jews, and 
find a Title to Baptiſm by Mr. Tombes's 
Conceſſion. 
Afrmanti incumbit zrobatio; This lie up- 
on the Anabaptifs to prove. And here 
though I am far from that abſurd, irra- 
tional Principle of Veronius , who lays 
down this for a Rule in our Diſputation 
with the Papifs; That we muſt bring cx- 
preſs Scriptures to confute them, yer this 
ſting all the Poſterity of the Godly out 
of the Church, is ſo wretched a Dottrine, 
Las Mr. Thomas Hooker calls it] againſt the 
poor Infants, that as yet want a T ohgue to 
plead for themſelves, that the Anabaprifs 
mult bring Scriptures, if not expreſs, yet 
as. clear and ſtrong as expreſs Scriptur 
el{c I ſhall lirtleregard. their Writings: An 
this] require upon theſe grounds. 
Firſt, The Anabaptifs require of us an 


expreſs Command from Chriſt to the” A]. 


poltles, to baptize Infants. This was pur up- 
on, me...in the Congregation : Now it | 
- meet the Anabaptifs ſhould be honeſt men, 


buy - 
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buy and ſell by the ſame meaſure. If they 
require of us expreſs Scriptures, we may 
well require of them the ſame. 

Secondly , All the Arguments which 
the Anabaj tis draw from Scripture againſt 
Infants Church-memberſhip, and Baptiſm, 
do ſtrike at theGrace and Wiſdom ot God 
in his Covenant with Abraham and his 
Seed, and his Conſtitution of the Church 
of the Jews, as if the Lord had not done 
wiſcly, but they will teach him how to 
Conſtitute Churches berter. We ſhall hear 
their Arguments anon. 

1 hirdly, The holy Page tells us, how 
much _ the Jews and falſe Teachers 
put upon Circumcifion, what a ſtir it made 
in the Churches, while the Apoſtles la- 
boured to remove it, though it wasa pain- 
tull bloody Ordinance. We read A#s 21. 
21. I his was the great Objeftion againſt 
Paul, and this was 21 years after Pau?s 
Converſion: I] am apt to think till the 
Temple [the head of all the Ceremonies] 


_ was utterly demoliſhed ; the believing 


ews did Circumciſe their Children: Bur 
Paul told them, the Reaſon was, that 
Chriſt is come, and now the Covenant 
with Abraham as to his Seed, is repealed, 
and their Seed are all caſt out of the Church 
and therefore they muſt not Circumcilſe 
| E 3 their 
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their Children: Should we not have rcad. 


the Jews Clamours and Our cries againſt 
the Apoſtles, .ia the A#s, and in eyery E- 
piſtle, and what a bar had this bcen againſt 
the tion of the Goſpel; I appeal to the 
Conſciences of the Anabaptiſts. Bur though 
we: read of gory 5e' in ſevcral places, 
both in:the As and the Eprf/es, there 15 
notone word of this. 

Fourthly, God. did expreſfly repeal his 
Covenarit with 1/rae! made ar Mount Sina? 
Heb.8.z3. That which decayeth and waxeth 
old is ready to vaniſh away. I his Coyenant 
of. God with Abraham and his Seed, is a 
Covenant much notedin the Scripture, and 
lorig. before Sinai-Covenant: Now 1f the 
Lord dbthy indecd repeal this Coycnanr 
with Abraham, why ſhould we not expe&t 
clear Scripture-ground. The Jews quarrell- 
cd with the Afoftes, becauſe they changed 
the Cuſtoms of Moſes, Ats 6. 14. & chap. 
21-V.21..but if chey had taught the nulling 
ofthe:Coyenant of God with Abrahamtheir 
Father too, the Apoſtles ſhould have heard 


of it with both cats, and we ſhould have 


read it. God tellsthem when he repcaled 
that. Coycnant, He'would make a new 
Covenant with the Howſe of Iſrael, and the 


Howfe of: Fudah: are-not Children a part of 


the Howſe? They were ſo when God made 


that 
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| that Covenant with the Houſe of Iſraet, 
Dent. 29. 10, 11, 12. then they are in the 
Houfe (till, then they are capable of rhe 
Grace of the new Coyenant with their Pa- 
rents ; then the want of aCctuai Faith: doth 
not exclude them from Baptiſm. 

Fitthly, God tells Abrahan, he will efa- 
bliſh his Covenant, and it ſhall be an 
everlaſting Covenant, Gen.17.7. If God eſta- 
bliſh, 1t muſt ſtand : If he ſaith, it is ever/a//- 
ing , the Entail is not cut off: Nor do I 
doubt 1n the leaſt , but as when they re- 
jected Chriſt, and ſaid , Let his blood be up- 
on 145 and our children, Mat. 27.25. God did 
caſt away Parents and Children : ſo when 
| God receives them again, Royz. 11. 15. 26. 
the Parents ſhall not be received, and Chil- 
dren remain, caſt out, bur they ſhall come 
_—_ _ pas h 

cy lay, the word Ever/aing, is {po- 
ken of th = lon of Canaan, verſe 8. 
and Circumciſion, v. 13. * 

Anſ. I know well how the word n7)\p5 
for ever, or everlaſting istaken in Scripture, 

- | but it doth not at all hinder the Argument. 

1, For in this Covenant isnothing Typi- 
al, it is pure Grace; and we have other 
&riptures in the Goſpel will confirm it. 

2. As to Circumciſton, it was a b/ody 
Ordinance, as was the Paſſeover, all Ordi- 
| 0 Nances 
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nances {o, till Chriſt came with his Blood 


fulfilling all , remoyed them: No more 
blood in any Ordinance after Chriſt. Zippo- 
rah calls Moſes a body Hwband, at the Cir- 
cumciſing of her Son 

this time when the Jews circumciſe their 
Children; they fay they may do it from 
Sun-riſing to Sun-ſetting, any hour on the 
Eighth day : but they chooſe the Morning, 
becauſe the Child then being empty, it 
will not bleed ſo much : T he Mohet, or he 
that circumciſerh, ſucks the Wound three 
times , and uſe other means to ſtop the 
blbod, butno blordy Ordinance now. [Buxt. 
Synor. TIfd. p. 81.86.] 

}. For the Land of Canaan, that was 
conditional, rheir abiding in it; but how- 
evcr, though they are now caſt out of pol- 
{eſhon, yet they have jus ad rem, a juſt Ti: 
tle tO1t atthis day. Hence Ezek.37.14.21, 
8& Ezek. 36. 24. Three times the Lord pro- 
miled to bring them into their own Land, 
ver. 28, the Promiſe runs for them. Ir is 
their own; thennow to depart from the literal 
ſenſe, fwithout ſome eminent abſurdity that 
_ will folly upon the literal ſenſe, we ought nit. 

Gly, If will not bring* an unclean 
Creature forbidden, into a believing Few' 
Houfe, without an expreſs word to warrant 
it, will God caſt a hoy Seed out of his Houſe 

all 


Exod. 4. 25, 20. At] 


fnabattifts caſt out all their Seed; bur this 
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and not give as clear a ground to the belie- 
ving Parent to know his mind? The un- 
clean Creatures {1gnifying the Heathen of 
ſeveral ſorts, [the Hebrews ſay, Babylonians, 


| Medes, Perſians, Greeks, Romans] not eat; 


that is, not to have communion, Acts 19.28. 
Compare Levit.11. 5,6, 7. with A#s 19. 11, 
12,13, 15. and muſt now the holy Seed be 

out of the Church , and looked upon 
as the Swine were then>2 We muſt have 
clearer grounds and Texts, than ever yet 
the Anabaptifts have brought,] ſay as ſtrong 
as expreſs Scriptures. 

ly, The New Tefament doth give us 
clear Texts to prove the Church-memberſhip 
of believing Parents; you cannot give us 
clearer Texts for their unchurching , unleſs 
you give us expreſs Scrittures. 

8ly, Let me take up one of Mr. Baxter's 
Arguments, and improve it my way. 

If God hath repeled his Covenant, and Caf 
the Seed of the believing Jews out of the 
Church,then it was either in juſtice or in mercy. 

But neither this nor that; therefore not caſt 
out, &c. thus Mr. Baxter. 

' For the firſt, not in j#fice, I proye thus. 
Let Parents be never ſuch ſound Belie- 
vers, walk in the fteps of their Father Abra- 
bam, keep cloſe in the Covenant, yet the 


can- 
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cannot be in juſice : for the Text faith, PſalÞ** 
25.10. All the paths of the Lord are mercyP 
and truth unto ſuch «s keep his Covenant, ButÞ®| 
theſe Jews , believing Parents CO 10; ye 
God repcals his Coveriant with their Seed, 
and caſt them out of the Church. 

2. Ti mercy the Lord gothiit not; For ther 
God give: a greater mercy in the reom of that 
whichin mercyhe takes away,(aith Mr. Baxter, 

This is rruc what Mr. Baxter faith , ] 
prove what he faith, the believing Jew ſhall 
lay, though Goa hath repcaled h1s Cove- 
nant with my Seed , and caſt them our of 
the Church, yet he hath given my Seed a 

better mercy , both my ſelf and my chul- 
dren, it they could fpeak, would ſay, 
would not be mmder Abraham's Covenant with 
our Pareits, nor Church-Members w:th our ! 

Parents, as we were before Chriſt came, far 

Chrift hath left us Infants a better Bleſſing Þ-4 

in the room. As it was a great favour to F* 

the Iſraelites, that God gave his Oracles to 

them, Pſalm 147. 19, 28. T hat God was in 

Covenant with them, Epheſ. 2. 12. But God F. 

will null that Covenant, Heb. 8. 13. It ſhall 

vaniſh away : But God will make arother 

Covenant, new, a better Covenant , having 

better Promiſes in the room of that old va- 

niſhing Covenant : So that it 1/raels eyes be 
ofened, they would fay, they would by no 


means 
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treans be under the old Covenant, , this new is 
$ much better. Thus let the Anabaptifs 
Fell us what God hath left better for the In- 
{urt-Seed of-a Jew now believing in Chriſt, 
Fhat now -: would not be Church-member 
ith the Parents , nor under Abraham's 
wenant , nor would now be baptized, as 
for Chriſt they were circumciſed : For 
Þy part I can conceive nothing; keep to 
he ſtate of r2c Queſtion. 
9. I here is ſo much evil in this Doftrine 
Ind Prattice of the Anabaptits, that we 
ruſt have clearer Scrijtures than ever were 
oduced as yet to prove it, and cleat it 
0m that evil. 
As 1. For the bleſſed God ; How doth 
diſkonour him in ſtraitning his Love and 
race now under the Goſpel, over it was un- 
br the Law. Moſestells the Jews, Deurt. 4. - 
1. The Lord loved thy Fathers, Chap.7. 8.8 
ap. 33.3. So it appcars, that he would not 
take the Fathers, but their Children alfo 
9. Covenant, and conſtitute hs Church of 
m alſo. But now whatever the Goſpel 
th of the Philanthropie of God, Tit. 3. 4. 
id God ſo loving the world, Joh.16.3. when 
Jat Seed promiſed to Abraham is come, in 
om all Nations ſhall be bleſſed, he nulls the 
enant with his Seed, caſt them out of 
be Church, and leaves no bleſſing for their 
Infants, 
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Infants, when their Parents believe in the 
promiſed Seed come. | | 
Before the Lord calls the little children 
ander the Covenant, and in the Church, 
(Mine) Ezek. 16. 29,21. But now the ew; 
believe in Chriſt, God calls none of their 
Children Mine, though now they do more 
gladly bear them unto him than they did 
before. 
21y, It diſhonours Chriff ; He took upon him 
indeed the Seed of Abraham, Heb. 2. 16. and 
turned the Seed of Abraham out of the C6- 
venant, and out of the Church, it the Ana- 
—_ Dottrine be true. 
hough he ſcemed to have an affetin} 
to Children, and was much diſp/eaſed with 
his Diſcij les, when they rebuked the Pa 
rents when they came to leek his bleſing 
for their Babes, Mark 10. 13, 14. and bat 
them bring their children to him, and told 
them, of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. || 
our ſweet Lord meant as he ſpake, and we 
believe he did, then they are ſtill Memberi 
of the Church , he doth not ſhut the Door 
againft them, now he i come. But the An«| 
—_ tell us a contrary Tale to the diſhonour 
of our bleſſed Saviour. When the belie- 
ving Fewsnow carry their children toChrilt 
Dedicate them to gow with carneſt Pray 
in Baptiſm, and ingage to bring them o | 
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for him, the Anabaptiſts forbid them, and 


| cell them, the Kingdom of Heaven doth not 


| confi of ſuch little Ones. 

Per abſurdum vero eff, ut fer Meſſie adven- 
tum imminutum ſit feedus ſanttu, V offius. Gen. 
17.7. Thatthe bleſſed, and bleſſng,Meſia,b 


»þ his coming, ſhould null the Covenant wit 


Abraham, 1t 18 not only abſurd, but very ab- 
| ſurd, a greatreproach1s caſt upon Chriſt. 
* DoGtor Thomas Goodwin pleading the In- 
 fant's caſe againſt the Anabaptifts, ſaith, © In 
© a manner half the Church of God, the pureſt 
© part of it; Elett Infants die in their bud and 
* infancy, and grow not up to partake of the 
© dews and influence of any other outward Or- 
| * dinance; and were they deprived of this [1.C. 
; Baptiſm] ſhould go out of this world [ into 
* which God only ſent them to receive that 


all © which ſhould make them meet for the common 


* Inheritance of the Saints] without any out- 
* ward owning them, or viſible way of bleſſing 
* from him, 8:c.—yea and the other half that 
* grow up to glorifie God in their riper years, 
* whereof many alſo are holy from the Womb ; 


| 


'| © theſealſo honld,during their year's of nonage, 


* want an outward badg, and any outward ac- 


1 - "yy of what they are, even Fellow- 


eirs of the Kingdom with their Brethren, 


yer} which even in the Infancy of the World, 
up} © hilt all were under Tutors and Govern- 


© Ours 
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© our's was their priviledge. Thus this Goſ ef- 
Dine ſpeaks, and that to the purpoſe. = 

Zly,As to Parents,be they never lo godh,] 
what grief muſt it needs vc to them, it 
their children die out of- the Covenant and 
viſble Church ; what hopes can they have 
their Salvation, more than an Didian hath 
of his being both in the ſame ſtate? An In 
dian-child may be # lettedas well as a found 
Believer. 21y, nor can a believing Parent 
pray for his chi/dren upon any grounds more} 
than an Indian: the Covenant and Promi 
fies {cattered inthe World to the Godly and 
their Seed, they cannot plead upon them.] 
2ly, Whereas the Covenant and the Er- 
gagement of the children to God in Baptiſot, 
1s the Infants Circumciſion, might be Arg 


' ments to whet upon their cbi/dren, and en: 


courage them: now no ſuch Argumentsare 
in date. 4ty, The Jewsbetorc Chriſt came, 
inthe day of their circumciſing their Infants, 
did uſe to give thanks to Cod, and bleſs hin 
for Abraham's Covenant, and his Ordinance} 
of Circumcifon , the Seal of. his Covenant: 
but when the. Jews believe Chrift's come, 
now Thankggiving and Vleſing of God ceaſe; | 
for the Govenant 1s nulled, children caſt out þ 
of the Church. ' 

4ly, As for the Children of believing Pa- 
rents, if they come to years of diſcretion, an 


od bleſs Parents inſtruttions ſo as to keep 
Conſcience awake , though they play the 
Iyretches, and have caule to be humbled 
"Ill their days; yet I lay, it Conſcience be 
% kept awake, and God begin to open their 
_ yes more, and wake them in earneſt 
6 mind the Salvation of their Souls, then 
cy will underſtand what a wretched Do- 
rrfe, this Dottrine of the Anaba; tifs is, 
oy denying that to them by which they may 
Take hold of God in the time of their fears. 
"Pare patet non prorſus vanum eſſe atque inane 
hx 70 genere naſci, laith Peter Martyn, [Hoc 
om. p. .] Ir is not a vain empty thing to 
> born of godly Parents : this is true which 
faith. 
Here, tho? it was far from my thoughts 
Þ fpcak , much leſs ro write what benefit 
bave experimentally found from a Paren- 
Covenant, and - Infant-Bajtiſm ; yer be- 
No Eue the Lord's Providence hath engaged 


"el. 


= Ie in this Controver/fe , which I never in- 
- ded; and becaule ir may be a help to 


thers, Children of good Parents, I ſhall de- 


lare. 
7® |-God bleſſed my goddy Parents Education 
#.me, to: keep my Conſtience awake, as I 
ud, though I have caule to abhor my 
all my days; but above fifty years 
ſt, I began to haye more ſerions os 
| | abour 
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about an eternal fate, and how to get ar 
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Interef in Chriſt and the Promiſes. I folind 
ſeveral qualifications that did prepare hearts 
for Promiſes, Iſa.61.1. 1/a:55.1,2. Mat.1 1.28, 


Lake 19.19.My trouble for ſome years, now 


how to make out theſe qualifications : | 
would haye them, prayed for them, but 


could not ſatisfie my {elf that I had them} 


as I ought to have them. While I was 
writing my Copy, theſe very words, there 


comes to me a good chritian woman, wholf 
know for many years had walked with} 
God, and ſhe puts this Queſtion tro me, HwF' 


ſhe might kww whether (he ever had theſe qua- 
lifications,in Mat. 11.28. and engaged meto 
ſend one Exerciſe upon it, as I did: I could 
not but take notice of this Providence. 
While I was thus troubled about ma- 
king out theſe quaifications, there comes 1 
motion into my mind; What ſay you to yout 
Father's Covenant ? You know your Pa 
rents were godly, and God promiſed to bt 


the God of Abraham and hi feed ; will you 
ſtand to your Father”s Covenant, and choole] 
your Father*s God for your God 2 I began]. 
to think of it, my heart” anſwered, Tel}: 


will tand to my Father”s Covenant : Put how 
do you take your Father's God to be vout 
God? I anſwered, As he was my Father 


__ 


God. My teaching Cod, my heart-hum- 
bling 
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bling God, my reconciled God, my-juſti- 
fying God, my ſanQtifying God, my ' God to 
lead me all my days; for thus he was my 
Father's God. Here my qualification was 
the choice of my Father's God, who' was 
mine before by an external Covenant-admi- 
nifration 5 but now to have him iy God, 
my portion, -by an internal Covenant and effi- 
cacy? Here now ] was pent up; Wilt you 
chooſe him, or refuſe him ? Bletled be 
who gave me this advantage tolay hold up- 
-on him, by virtue of this Parental-Cove- 
nant, | 

Further, to clear my meaning, Ido not 


| by this Difcourſe about Bualificationsof Pro- 


miſes, intend that Chriſtians ſhould nor re- 
| gard them. I am far from that: if they 
be ſound Chriſtians, le warrant them they 
ſhall regard them. Nor do I think bur 
Chriſtians reflefting upon themſelves, the 
good Spirit aſſiting, may find them certain- 
ly wrought. 

Bur this | mean, Towung puſs brought 
up under the droppings of good Education, - 
upon whom God works more grad#ally; 
thar cannot tell the time when, nor the 
manner how God works; as ſome Adult per- 
ſons upon whom God many times breaks 
In with his Terrowrs ; thele ule to be miuch 


troubled abour the _ out the: qualifi- 


cations 


W 


” 
Te 
i 
: 


and advantage: mho will deny it > 
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. rations. of Inviting Promiſes, becauſe they 
-cannot-find them ſoſenſiibly as they would, 
though they haye them in truth, but can. 
-Agt «dz/cern it: the queſtion is, Whether 
now Abraham's Covenant may not do ſuch ; 


Sou apleaſure? , ; 
. Queſt. When God made thu Covenant with 


Abraham and his Seed, did not God intend 


good ta\. Abraham's Seed? If not. it was q 
Wa } God forbid. + PLOT 

:; Lo fay, is. ignifies no more than that, 
 wherhe _ them his Oracles, Rom. J. 2 
Was not that a Priviledge, it his Seed 


would impuove. them ?; Ee” FY 
... Butthis Covenant was d:fintt from the 0- 
ractes, itnade before the Oractes 'were gi- 
ven: and may.not Abrahams Seed? ought 
they;not to,;mprove zt to their ſpiritual good 


 ;Godinl1/a. p 4. ſpeaks of taking hold of 
.his Govenant. 1 fay., by this Covenant God 
puts forth his hand to Abraham's Seed ip 
;takehdld upon him, ſoas to become. their 
God for ever. ; br 6 

" I; Suppoſe we twa forts of perſons un- 
.der the Convidtion of a miſerable fate : One 
.ſortis1nnnder Abrahan?'s Covenant, the other 
-Nnotz 'There are Inviting Promiſes to all 
ſorts, whether without, or within the Cs 


venant. They who are within the Covenant,| | 
44 ” Cal . 


— 


can make uſe of all 


| Walifications of 0 


the Inviting Promiſes 
offered to others, and Abraham's Covenant 


too: Butthey who are out of the Covenant, 


cannot make ule of , or lay hold upon 
God by Abraham's Covenant. | 
2ly, God is nearer to his Covenanted>ſeed 


than to others, Plalm 148. 14. Iſrael a peo- 


ple near unto the Lord : 1 ſrael 1s 1n Covenant 
with him : God loved their Fathers, Deut. 
4+ 37. By this he puts forth his hand to 
them ta lay hold upon him more imme- 
diately, than to others out of Covenant. 
Thechooling of their Father's God for their 
God in ſincerity, is the Condition, and he 
becomes.their God, and his Covenant giyes 


them a _ for the aſſurance of it. 


lv, This Covenanted-Seed may plead 
with God in Prayer for many Promiſes 
made to the Upright and their Seed, Pal. 
112. 2. Prov. 20. 7. with divers other Pro- 
miles, fetching the frength of their plead- 
ing from the Covenant and Promiſes,which 
others out of the Coycnant cannot do. And 
ſince God hath promiſed © b/efing to this 


| Seed; the Seed may choolc their bleſſing, a- 
ny ſpiritual bleſſing m Chriſt, and have his 


Promiſe to warrant it. 


| 4ly, When their hearts are in fears,” ; 
troubles, doubts, and cannot make out the"; 
ther Promiſes, as th 


F 2. would, 


dF; 


” 


wh © kroweft not now, but th:u,ſtalt know hereat* 
ft... ter: Was truly verified of me. What the*F 
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would, they may come hither : here is no 


winding out, but anſwer Catagorice, will 


you have your Father's God, or refuſe him ? 
You ſee he offers himſelf, and is in Cove- 
nant with you one way already, by an ex- 
ternal Covyenant-adminiſtration z; and if 
ou will ſtand to that Covenant, and take 
bon for your God indeed, and yield up 
Four (elf to him, he will be your God in a 
{faying manner, and portion for eyer. 

. Sly, Since” all the Word and Promiſes 
are then efficacious when the Spirit will 
pleaſe to work with them ; and it 1s free 
for him to make this or that Word effica- 
cious to us : I doubt not toſay, Abraham!'s 
Covenant, 1s as fit as any inviting Pro- 
miſe, and it is as rational for the Seed of 
godly Parents to lay hold upon God by it, 
as by any other Word. 

My Parents then looking upon me as 
being 1n Covenant, and a Church-mem- 
ber with them, they did Dedicate me to 
God, and brought me under the Seal of 
his gracious Covenant in Baptiſm. And- 
what our Lord laidto Peter when he waſh- 
edhis Feet, Fohn 13; G, 7. What I do thou 


" Lord did then, when he poured't/ean Wa: 


"ter upon me in my Baptiſm,-T khow my 


+. F# 3K ® ®. Oe en. Maes 


5} nant it is, and Who wa firſt, with me, 
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but now I do know, and did many , years 
fince. What was the opinion of the ancient 
Fathers, and many Divines.now , abolit 
the Efficacy of Baptiſm, I did not'then know, 
nor do I now. concern my ſelf about 
ir, to diſcourſe ir. Bur this I took for a 

ruth, It doth not conſiſt with.the Infinite 


| wiſdom and holineſs of God, to Jaſticute aty 


Ordinance in his Houſe that is of trivial Con; 
cernment, whatever they ſ{ceim. to be to. 
carnal heart : they are things of great 
weight; Where the great God engages 
himſelf to a Creature, and therefore to 
attended "with: great reverence, and as diti- 
genely iniproved. Now when I came tg 
refle&t- upon my Battiſm, how God way 
fir with me, before I underſtood him, hg 
was afore-hand-with me,. took hold' of me; 
brought me under the Seal of his bleſled 
Covenant.; and when 1, xgad gver the ſer 
yeral Texts, which tells us whay b/eſings ars 
there /gnifiedand ſealed, God was engag 0 
for his part ;. it 1 will Lock fo tny pait 
toanſver the Condition, then tligie ſhoule 
be mine; this gave me encouragemetit; 
As for my Dedication to him,T was willing 


#1 to ſtandto it, I did like ir yery well : buy 
+ both for theCondition, and to anſwer my 


Dedication, I went to him, whoſe Coye; 
thaf 
ob 
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he would 'pleaſe ro perfotm his part, 

prin the ſtrength of his performance 
i would perform my part. Why _ 
chat. Bleſſed One be firſt 7 Why Aid he 
begin with 'me,.. when I did not know 
Kim 2. Bur 11 he will be a God, and 
Trwumph mph oe ts "his. Grace, lince I came to 
rt. by. his Grace 1 have held 
him, oy ket him. Ahd though as 
Taid, I have norattained what I ſcek at- 
rer, yel L have found in my diſmal Tem- 
ptations ,*Wherein *1 have had as deep a 
ſhare as moſt Chriſtians evet had, when [ 
could not ref where to lay Hold, my Pa- 
rental-copenant” and Infart-bafti ſor which 
[ Yak ſtill el Te whe now my, Head j iS gray 
port lunto me. .'So that 1 
po f or Merchants Covenant, 2ly, 
lels God that I had god7y Parents : Aly, [ 
bleſs God myParents were ho Anabaptiſts, 


þut tharwhite Twas an Infant they brought 


wy aridet the Seal of the. befed Covenant, 
and comfort ro me in my old age, 
wy f hope improved, as well.as they who 
Were xe Dippey vet eltetday. 
hen 5's 'do cher! por underſtand 
things, or if ey do, yet they.do not milgg 
and, improve them , fo get no : 
them; nowonder though, To al gow agal 
them, when others bleſsGod he rt 
daore his grace inthem. 


__ po: 
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"& ancillz# Domini, natvs 


imptoye: your Sts "1 "When the 
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Let the Children of Godly Parertts took 
to themſelves, they have a price*'in” their 
hands, 'if they have wiſdom ahdHeartsto 
improve 1t; 1t 1s a featftl thing tro'heat of 
the Child of a Godly, Praying," Parenc 6 
dycin an unconvertet}-Srate.: © - 

Only a wok, ſome ma -hink you had 
Goal Parent? 1 mihe werenot ib ;” it may 
be I had a Godly Grandfather, or x Mo2 
ther : had you fo > "nd donbr but. you [ey 
improve the Coverarit fron him. | 
cond Commundement will help hy | 

David pleaded 85 Pal. 16. Save the Son 
of thy amd*r#ill : ' he pleads the Parental- 
Covenant hBHIMKS Hooker. ) Born thy Ser- 
vant of Sq y Parents, who, were thy Ser- 
vitors Aitifworth ? ) Til Js 65 piioum 
jr nogitibe, " yua ettani David.  hic aint 
—_ propides filcit,* qnod*ſeianit ſe'in Ec! 

delibus Papentibie; hi fuerthr fron, 
as: Saith' ſhop 
on the Text; and ſtirs up Parents tg/learn 


this Treaſure ro their Children ; and Chit} | 


dren of fuch Parents tnake iſe of i? Fu 
nius alſd ſpeaks well to this Head,” 
Others it may be willfay, ? Well. T ant, 
but my Parents bath enough. art a- 
wake,'and art in ral for LN, the 


faving Bleſfingscomie' by: Him? y; may 


mites 
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nites by Craft.got” Iſrael into a Covenant 
with them, ant! confirmed it by an Oath. 
Zaſh. 15. the God of 1/rae/would not {ut- 
4 them todeſtroy them; They were made 
Servants indeed ; the breach of this colt 1/- 
rael dear. 2 Sam. 21. 1, 2, 3.If you be 
got' under the Seal of the Covenant, it was 
not-by Craft, but God's Providence order- 
edit ; and now you are under it, prize it, 
and improve it; do not you fear the God of 
Iſrael will hold tohis part. 
Theſe being the Eyils that ariſe from the 
Anabaptiſts Dottrine, we muſt have. v 
clear.;Texts, for the nulling of Abrahant's 


Conant, and caſting Children out. of the | 


...1oly, It Bleed Feſus upon his coming 
doth dh Abraham's Covenant, and ſo the 
Childrenof the Beheving Jews benoChurch- 
Members, then Jeſus Clip by his coming 
doth null the Promiſes madeto:the Fathers, 
But the Text faith, Rom. 15. 8. He confirms 
the Promſesmade to the Fathers...” I am ſure 
this was one madetQche Fathers, I will bea 
God to thee andthy'Seeg, then it 18not null- 
ed, ;burconfirmed;; Chriſt confirms 4bra- 
ham's Charter, Att..3.26. God ſent his Soni 
Jeſus tothe Jews firſt, ro Bleſs them : one 
grex: Þictling he mentions, but, it ſeems by 
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the Anabaptiſts, Chriftuakes away a Picthing | 
n ? » rell 
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tell us I Pray what Bleſſing doth Chrif 
leave the Seed of the Believing Jews, while 
Infants 1n the Room of it. 

11ly, We read Gal. 3. 16. of Promiſes 
made to Abraham and his Seed ; Promiſes 
inthe Plural Number, Seed inthe Singular, 
not Seeds; the Jews and the Gentiles 
a part, not ſo, but Sear; that is, Chrif My- 
ſtical, not Perſonal : the Promiſes were not 
made to Chrif, but Chrift was Promiſed to 
Abraham; So that it is Chrift in Aggregato, 
the Fews and Gentiles make up one Body, 


-andone Seed. | 


There were ſeveral ' Promiſes made to 
Abraham, ſome concerned him alone, ſore 
concerned himfclf and his Seed, according 
tothe F/efh alone; I he Gentiles had nothing 
to do with them : That all Nations ſhould be 
Bleſs'd in Abraha"'s Seed ; This belongs to 
the Genti/ts,aswell as the Jews, This is one 
Promiſe. Bur we muſt have Promiſes inthe 
Plural Namber made to:Abraham:, that be- 
long to the Gentzles, if you'take away thi 
I will be the' God of thee and thy Seed, 1 
know not how tomakethe Text true. 

Bur if this be granted, then this Verſe 
and the '>wck. Verſe are both true ; 
now the Bleſſing of Abraham is come upon the 
Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt. 


I have infiſted long upon this Branch, 
| becauſc |. 


| 


ſtrengthening,andatltoo littlezit God's Spi- 
or po: out rg 1: 
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becauſe. the -pinch of the Controverſie lies 

here; andtheſ&Grounds aretomelo ſtrong, 

that unleſs the Anabaptifs bring Texts as 

ſtrong as an exprels Scripture- for the Re- 


peal, I ſhall nor-regard them: nor am I |þ 


come yet tothe Texts in the New Teſtament, 


to prove the Chiurch{Memberſhip of Infants, 8 


though it may/beinferred from ſome haye 
named already. * | 


The laſt Branchinthe:Sillog)ſa: is, That |; 


if this Gracious Covenant be not: Repealed 
bur ſtand firm,-then it muſt be:S1g98d, and 
Sealed to them who are under it ; thsI fup- 
pole'will not be:deriyed. The Bleſſed God 
makes no Covenants, but he Seals them. 

-:\Thatthe'Tree of Life,” atid:the Tree of 
the: knowledge of 'Good and Evit, were Sa: 
exanents and Seals, belonging to the firſt; 
Covenant, ] fee is theOpinion of very. Learn- 
ed and GodlyDivines. When God:miakes 
2 Covenant with Noah, and alFthe Creatures 
God Seals.it ; when with A4brahanr, God 
Seals it ;/ and though the Seal be:changed, 
yet it hath another Sealaddod'im-the Roem 
of .it. Our weak: Faith - hath * rieed' of 


5 
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y N Ow let us cometo the Anabaprtiſts, and 
N heat how they prove the Repealing 
of the Covenant, and the un-Churching of 
Ihe Children of Believing Jews. 
 Abour a quarter of a year after I had fi- 
ſhed my Diſcourſe, a Neighbour brought 
me Mr. Edward Hutchinſon againſt Pedo- 
abtiſzr, to rcad it, but-it was ſent foragain, 
that Fdid but read his'E; ie to the Baptt- 
xd Congregations ; and a Letter, which I 
think concerned Mr. Fills, and the begin- 
[aing of his Book, p. 3. he fates the Onefpi- 
m, and proves, That the Infants of Believ#ny 
Gentiles ate not the Seed of Abraham's ſo 
that Trfant Church-Memberſhip and Bapriſm 


Rn, 
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falls to the Ground. = ; 
"Anf.- But he muſt'ptoye thar the $49 


- or © 


of the Beheving Jews, are not the Seed of 
Abraham,or elſe Infants Church-Mentberſhip 
does nor fall. T had reaſon to ſtare; the 
Sueftion (o, as to the Believing Fews'; "but if 
he will yield the Infants of Believing *Fews 
[tobe Members, and "have a Right to' Baj- 
| iſm, I. will prove the Infants of Beheving 
ntiles are Church-Members, and have. a 
Right. to Baptiſm.” (There is neither” Jew 
, | ror” Greek, &c.” Gal. 3. 28. io diffe- 
= rence 
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rence now, but of this more hereafter. 
Again, Segal ſee whether ni Argumelh 
donot-cut off the Infants of Believing Jews, 
as well as Gentiles. 
[. Arga. His firſt Sillogiſm, 1f none be the 
Children of Abraham, but thoſe that do the 
works of Abraham, then Infants are not the 


Seed of Abraham, but the Antecedent i is true," 


Joh. 8. 29. Therefore, 


Anſ. It none be rational Creatures, bur | 


thoſe that can Sillogzze, as Mr. Hutchiſm 
doth, then Infants are not rational Crea- 


tures. | But, &c. 


If, you lay my Antecedent is falſe, ſo 
yours; bur it ſhews how ſtrong your As . 


wment is. 
5 2. If 1ſaac at eight Days old, when Cir- 


enmriſed, do nat the works of his Fathe | 
Abraham, then he is not Abraham's Seed; 
vow-argue from no Doing, to no Seed. A] 


ſtrange Argument Sir ! 


3. If any of thoſe Fews, to whom our | 


Lord. .ſpake theſe words, had any Male- 
Children born that day, they had been re- 


puted Abraham's Seed, Members, of the | 
Church, and muſt be Circumciſed the cigth | 


Cal or Sin. 


. Arga. His ſecond Sillo iſm, 3 'If thoſe | 


nh =w_ are;Chrift's are only Abr am's Se ed,then | 


s are not Abrahant's |Seed, but he At- 
= | teceden 


{infuſe Grace intothe Soul, bur by the, 
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recedent is true. Gal. 3. 3. Ig. they are not 
Chrafts by Calling. 
Anf. k there no way tobe made Chriſt's, 


[but by Calling ? can he that made the Ear 


and the Heart, come no way to the Hearr, 
but by the Ear? what Divinity is this 2 can- 
not he that infuſes the Soul intothe Body, 


2. Chriſt commands little Children a 
be brought to him, and none to forbid 


them. Mark 10.13, 14. &c. Of ſuch s the 


- | Kingdom of Heaven, then they muſt be 
[Chriſt's ; we believe Chriſt,Sir, beline you. 
» 6} Z- Bccaule Jaucat eight days old, can- 

| not anſiver a Call of Chriſl's;therefore he is 


none of Chriſt's, a good Argument. Was 


s _ none -of Chriſt's, _—_ he leaped in 


is Mothers Womb, hen Mary came to 


Elizabeth ? Luk. 1.44. 


- Arga. 3. His third Sillogiſm, If none be 
Bleſſed with Abraham, but thoſe that are of 
Faith, than Infants are not the Seed of Abra- 


- | bam, but the Antecedent is true. Gal. 3. 9 
- Therefore, 


Anſ. Does the Text lay Attual Faith: ? 


Sghc Blelled. "Ye thoſe Infants whom 
iſt Bleſſed, Mark 10.-16. were Curſed 
though he Blelled = tor they could nor 


| _ AR ; W 


2. Alas, poor Infants! by this Author ye :_."* | 
ae Curſed, no poor Iyfantdying an Infant, ' '*; 


_ + { 
' A& Faith upon Chriſt. Did Iſaac whe 

Circumciſed the eighth Day, put forth a 
| Act of Faith upon Chriſt to come? 


; _ ( Aﬀually 
3. Believers in or 
Chriſt are ſo,cither )Siminally. 


Viſibly and Really, 
or 


'4. Afnal Belicyers 
Viſibly only. 


in Chriſt are ſo,cither 


 Vifibly only, ſuch were thoſe, to whom uf; 

your Preface to your Baptiſed Corgreg ation 

"you thus ſpeak, they are not all Iſrael, th 
are of Iſrael. 1 know there « droſs ming 
with your Silver, Chaff among your Whe 
and the Canaanite i fill in the Land. 
ſeems then you tind Droſs, Chaff, Cane 
anites, and not true Tfraelites in your B 
tiſed Congregations;, but you did look off 
them as ible Believers, when you Di 
them. 

2. Seminally (o, and they firſt ; fuch 
are Reputed io by God's Covenant, with 
Believing Parents and their Seed. 21y, Sud, 
who belides this Reputation, are regeners 
ted by the Spirit, whichis not without Faith 
Seminaily. ST 

Argu. 4. His fourth Sillogiſm, If the 
Children of the Fleſh are not the C wore 

| Gal 


79 ; 4 
henk God,then Infantsnow are not the Seedof Abra- 
af har, but the Antecedent is-true. Rom. g. 8. - 
Therefore, &c. . | 
Anſ. 1 deay the Conſequence. 04 
2ly, It ſeems then,, no Infants are the 
Children of God , by this Argument ;: a ' 
yery bold and wretched Aflertion. F 
%, |. 2- There js adouble Adoption, External, 
Eccleſiaſtical, and Internal, Heavenly Sa- 
Iving, that hath a Heavenly, Eternal Inhe- 
.Fritance belonging to it ; they who had only 
1 ithe firſt, theſe were Galled the Childxen of 
M4God. Dent. 14. I. and 16, Ezek:' 24} $0 
eſepertain the Adoption.' Rom. 9g. 4-*: ©. , 
| Our 2weſtion. is not who are the true 
hildren of God, that have that Inheri+ 
nce prepared tor them, but who are. to 
Ithhe Reputcd the Children of God, in- foro 
bAEclefpaftico, Vilibly ; fo - that they are 
Members of a Viſible Church, and have 
ightro a Viſible Ordinance, in the Vitt; 
ble Church. The Droſs, the Chaff, the 
anaanites, the falſe Iſraelites, which you 
ell us, are in your Baptized Congregations, 
are none of the Children of God, in a ſa- 
ving Senſe; but your Baptiſts did judge 
them to be Believers Actually in Chriſt, -if 
.-, o, then Children of God, then you admit- 
ed them Members of your Churches, and 
"Ho Baptized them by Dipping. They 
were 


h 
with 
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were looked upon as Abraham's Se2d, when 
you admitted them. 

The next thing he falls upon 1s, AF. 2, 
39. of which after. 

I could go no further, the Book was ſent 
for, nor did I intend to make any large 
Diſcourſe, though ic had continued with 
me: by theſe four Arguments we have a 
calte of the Man's ſtrength. 

By theſe Arguments, [and the next 
which follows, ms isin all their mouths] 


letthe Reader judge, whither they do not 
all ſtrike as much at the Grace and Wiſ. 
dom of God, in hisCovenanting with Abra- 
hani,and his Seed;Conſtituting the Church 


of the Fewiſh Parents, and their Seed, and 
Circumciſing of: the Infants, as they do 
prove, that now the Infants ſhould not be 
admitted into the Goſpel-Church , not 
Baptiſed. - So that the Anabaj tifs tells God, 


that if hewill Conſticute che Church of the Þ 


Fews right, he muſt ler their Children be 
grown up. Firſt, Learn tro know the God 


of Abraham. Second. Pur forth an Adtu-} 


al Faith in Chrilt, the Promiſed Seed to 
come, as Abraham (ſaw his Day and rejoy- 


ced. Yoh.S. 56. Thirdly, Letchem do the 
works of their Father Abraham. Joh. 8. 3g: |- 


Fourthly, Ler them manifeſt thatrhey are 
really the Children of God, then _ 
: PREON .tneM 


them Members, and: Circumciſe them, 
| FDoecsnot all their Arguments tend to this ? 
4 {they will teach the Holy, Wiſe God, how 

to Conſtiture Churches better. I will not 
2n| be afraid to ſay, That all the Anabaptiits 
that ever were, or ſhall be, ſhall never - be 


c 
Ky able to caſt the Seed of Believing Parents 
» 2Fout of the Church, by any Conſequence 


drawn from any Text in the Bib/e, there- 
orethey muſt give usclearer Texts, before 


re ſhall believe them. 
SECT. 


ra-Þ | 
ch E Ur come we to the great Argument 

nd44I which-all ufe, and that wherewith 

do$was aſſaulted. Matth; 28. 19: and Mark16. 
be$16. Only Believers are tobe Baptiſed. ;iT'o 
1or {which 1 Anſwer, F 
od, F . T his took wich mein, my Meditations;] 
che {ought there was ſtrengrh in it. 13% 
be$ Had the Goſpe/-Church been firſt ereCt- 
>44< amongſt the Gentiles, and had Baptiſm 
ty. [been firſt Tnſtiruted in the Gentile-Churches, 
' ro [{ben the Anabaprifs Argument from hence, 
»v. [Fould have carryed me. Burt the firſt Go/- 
a pel-Church was erected among the Jews, 1n 


are [he Jewiſh-Church firſt, where the Anabaf- 


tits cannot deny butthe Infants were Mem- 
| G bers 


39 Jeruſalem, and y” 3 was Inſtituted in , 


"v2 ) 
bers wich their Parents, and under the Seal 
of the Covenant... $0 that they mult firſt 
prove that by: this Text, the Children of 
che Believing ' Fews 'in the Goſpel-Church, 
wete not Members with their ' Parents, 
which Tam fure cannot be forced from this 
Text,nor doth itinthe leaft prove the Re- 
pealing of Abrahan?'s Covenant with his Seed 
Crfcuymciſion did Seal up the ' Promiſe 
Seed, in whom all Nationsſhould be Blek- 
ed, or Chrift to come; and {urely -_ | 
red, therefore their Faith in the Meſa 
come. Afr Chriſt's Aſcenſion, in t 
Goſpel-Church Baftiſm \cals up this Promi- 
ſed Seed, or Chrift now'come, with a h 
and 'clear Reyelarion of him; the differ 
ence" df the Faith as to :the-Obje&t of it, | 
'©nly Chrif tb 'come, and come. If t 
the Children of the Fews, while theiParet 
did believe in the Meſſiah to come, were un- 
der a Covenant, Reputed Meinbers 'of t 
Church, and Circumciſed; ſhould, wh 
thir Parents belicye in Chrif come, 'be 
out of Covenant,outiof the Church, 'and na} 
Baftiſed, I know no Reaſon, nor Watra 
from God's Word ; this would haye ma 
ſtrange work. | 
If the Anabaptits fay the Jews did not e4 
Tieve in the ſin? to come, they mult provep 
it; the Meſſiah ran much in their minds 
| we 


—— 


we may ſee by :the Woman of Samaria. 
Joh. 4+ 25. Read 4#s 26. 7. and by the 
of | Jews. Fob. 1. 19,20,21. It-Chriſtwerethen 
<þ,} clearly revealed, why ſhould this caſt the 
ts, | Infant out? the Infant is not therefore guil- 
his | &y of the more Sin, when Chriſt was clearly 
+ xcvealed. and ſo delerye to be caſt out. 
\. - We aretoconſfider Ordinances in their 
ſel$ Joſticucion, wheretore God appointed them, 
what Roy in them, in their own 
& Nature; and what Men ought to do who 
partake of them, not what Men do ; we 
know what Baptiſm {ignifies, what it im- 
mk plies, and what they ought to do who par- 
filEitake of it, though Men abuſe ir. The Cale 
flaÞwasthe ſame as to Circumciſion. 
t, oF That this wasone thing it Sealed up, as] 
-hetfÞ-aid, the Promiſe of Chriſt to comae, the Ana- 
ret Pa7 tifs cannot deny, and itis the true An- 
- un \wer which Pererius gives, from Aquinus, to 
{ thetithat 2ue#ion, what was the diſtercnce. be- 
tha tween the Circumciſion of the Fews, and of 
ather Nations ? for that other Nations did 


a IT 

I naÞCircumciſe befides the Fews, not only Cypri- 
rrant{.e7, de ratione Circumvs, & Hierom. on Fer. 
nadÞ9. 4. [who upon that Text I rhink well;] 


but alſo Herodotus, who lived ſome hun- 
{4 dreds of years before Chrif in»XerxessTime, 
tells us, infomuch, that Herodotus faith the 
Fewsrook it up from the Egyptians; among 

G 2 whom 


- - OCG”— —_—  —_————_—_—_—_— _ 


ME KC l13 


$4) 

whom it was in ſo much eſteem, thatthere 
was no entrance into the moſt Honourable 
Offices amongſt them, unlels they were 
Circumciſed. Now Pererius makes this dit- 
ference: Other Nationsuſed it, taking it up 
45 a cuſtom and right, tranſmitted to them 
from their” fore-Fathers, whom they had in 
Honour. But the Jews uſed it, as it was a Sa 
crament containing init, the Profeſſion of theip 
Faith and Obedience towards God, and the 
Divine Promiſe of the Mcfhah to come ; he 
adds, And E xfiation of Original Sin, as the 
Ancients ſpeak of Baptiſm, and ſo many do 
now. 

That other Nations do not uſc it asa 
of God's Covenant, it appears by the time of 
Circumciſing ; the day God appointed, w: 
the cigth day, but Ihmae?s Poſterity, Cir 
cumciſe in the thirteenth year of their Ag 
then 1hrael was Circumciſed ; fo that it is 
meerly in Honour of him,ſo Foſephns tells 


To go on, It then the Seed of the Jews 
believing in Chriſt come, beftillunder the 
Covenant, and Church-Members with thei 
Parents, and if ſo, ought to be Baptiſed, b 
Mr. Tombe's Conceſſion ; Then let the Be 
lieving Gentiles and their Seed come in allc 
for now no difference berweca Few aud 
Greek, Gal. 3. 25. And for more full poo 
the 
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rc 4 the Apoſtle-tells rhe believing Epheſians, 
le | and fo all believing Gentiles, E-phel. 2. 19. 
re} We are no more trangers | from the com- © 


it-F mon-wealth of Iſrael, v. 12.7] but Chriſt ha- © 


#9} ving broken down the middle Wall of 
emJ Partition between the Jews and us, v. 14.] 
inf} we are now fellow-citizens with the Saints, 
Sa and.of the Houſhold of God. 
erg For theword Fellow-citizens, in the City 
they or Church of the Fews : I pray, who were 
heſj eſteemed Citizens * Were not the Children 
the put into Abraharnr's Charter : were not they 
dof} then Citizens with their Parents > Whar, 
hath God ſent his 2o Warranto, and taken 
xalf away Abrahan's Charter, when the Pa- 
: ol rents, the Cirizens,belieye in Chriſt fincere- 
way ly.and keep Covenant with him, and walk 
22TF in the ſteps of Abraham : will now God 
gef take away their Charter, and caſt out their 
It If Seed from being Citizens2 What, hath 
ell Chrif by his blood made us both One, taking 
down the partition-wall between [ew andGen- 
7ewff tile, v. 14. And doth he now (et up the par- 
the tition Wall berween the Jewiſh believing 
hew Parent and his. Seed, bringing now the 
, by] Seed of the believing Fews into that con- 
: Be) dition the Genti/es were in before Chriſt 
alſo] came, Epheſ.2. 11,12. Shall the Anabaptiſts 
au «make us belicye ths, unleſs God hath faid 
lo in expreſs terms? What a Bar had this 
G } been 
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been againſt the Fews cyer receiving the 
Goſpel : Did they any where _= this 
Objection againſt it > Now we Gentiles be- 
lieving, are Fel/low-citizens with them of 
the fame Honſhold of God with them. Are 
not Children part of the Houfhn/d? Were 
. not the Jews Children part of the Houſto/4 F 
of God? then the Apoſtle tells us, we alfo 
are Fellow-citizens, and of the Houſhold ' 
of God, as the Fews are. | 

As for the 1 exts, Matth. 28. and Mark 
16. Bleſſed Jeſus, the Promiſed Seed to 4- 
braham , in whom all Nations ſhould be 
bleſſed, is now come; fulfilled: the Law, 
Crucified, Dead, Afſcended: Salvation is 
onely to be had in him. Now this was the 
great Dottrine the Apoſtles were to preach 
firſt to the Fews,than to the Centi/es, and 
call all Nations to believe in this Chriſt, 
that they may be b/eſſed, accorfing to the 
Promiſe made to Abraham. 'I rue, none 
but Adult perſons, or perſons of under- 
{tanding,can underſtand this Doftrine, and 
attually believe in Chriſt. No morecould 
any but Jews Adulr, or of ripe years, 
underſtand the Promiſe of Chriſt to come, 
in whom all Nations ſhould be bleſked ; but | 
yet the Fews Children were reputed with 
them Believers in the Meſſiah to come , by 


Gods Coyenant with them,andtheChorch 
Conſtiuted 


Conftituted of them, 


ns 


rec So, now, Believers in 
Chriſt come, their Seed are Reputed with 
them. . VEE: f> 
Muſcutus {whom my Author hath pur-in 
his Caralpgueof Authors, [hoc. com. p.603.] 
which makes the ignorant Anabapti think 
he is on their ſide; but rancks the Anabap- 


tifts in a ſecond, or lower degree of Here- 


ticks, for denying Infant-baptiſm, and an 
Oath.) In anſwer to an Argument of the 
Anabattifts, there was a Command for Cir- 
cumeciling. but no expreſs Command for Bapti- 

vg. Thus writes, Facit hoc non contra nos, 
ſed pro nobis, &c. [ibid. 33J8:] This doth not 
make againſt us, but for us, ſaith he, the 
ſum of his anſwer [being too long to tran- 


(cribe all} is this. © Since God hath plain- 


© Iy declared his Will, that the Infants of 


Believers, whoſc F ather Abraham is, ſhould 
© be Partakers of the Grace and Sign of the 
© Covenant, and no where-do we read that 
© this Will of God is Repealed; what nece(- 
©fity is there,after ſuch a clear expreſſion of 
* his Will, to delire another. Command in 
© the New Teftament? Sincetherefore Chriſt 
© gave no ſpecial Command, what ſhould 
* bedone with the Infants of Believers, he 
*did ſufficiently intimate to his Apotles, 
* who were Jews, and brought up among 
* the Jews, that he, did not take away..that 
G 24 © Grace, 


TP" On 
© Grace, by which God declared himſelf to 
© be'the God, not only of Believers, bur 
© alſo of their Seed, and that he will have 
© them Sealed with the Sign of his Grace. | 
©To which, do but add, Matth. 19. 13, 14, | 
© 15. we may lee ©Chritt hath not taken } 
© away this Grace from them. This An- 
{wer of Muſcalns, is tull and clear, and runs 
upon thartl have been calling tor, ai Infal- 
lible proof of God's Repealing of Abraham's 
Covenant. I have 'rather wronged Muſcu- 
tus, by not Tranſcribing the whole Para- 
graph, tor brevitics ſake, I deſire the Reader 
to view him. For my part, I do not yet 
ſee any abſurdity, if I ſhould ſay. as in the 
fourth Commandment, the morality of it 
being, that a ſeventh part of rime' be ſer 
a part for the Worſhip of God ; therefore 
ler God pleaſe to change the day, yet that 
Commandment binds us to lanCtity-that 
day. So when God ſhall pleaſc to makea 
Gracious Covenant with Believing Abraham, 
and his Seed, and gives Command to have 
that Covenant Sealed, and never declares 
his Repealing of the Covenant, and its Seal- 
ing; the Covenant ſtanding 1{ti]] in force, | 
though God may pleaſe to change the Seal, 
and bring in another Seal under a new dil- ] 
-penfation, yet God's former Command 
may well warrant us to adminiſter — 
an 
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and Seal of the Covenant to Abrahan?'s Seed, 
as before. | 


Sure I am, this expreſs Command the 
Anabaptiſts require tor Baptiling Infdnts, 
will ca{t out the Lord's-D..y, and Magiftracy 
out of a Chriſtian Common-wealth, Wo- 
men from the Lord's Table; Forthough there 
were divers Women attended Chriſt, Luke 
8. 2, 3. yetthere was not one of them with 
him at his Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper : 
nordowe read expretly, that Women were 
at the Lord's Table in their Churches; For 


F him that would prove it from the words, 


I Cor. 11. 28. Aouue Cer Ja" ryonls fovny, 
theretell us, T hat" *13g»=G& is of the Epiceen 
Gender, and includes Mae and Femafe. 

I anſwer, If *a»29n@&- did alwaies figni- 
fy Ma/-and Female, and not the Mak only, 
then it were a good proof : but ! told twen- 
ty places in Matthew's Goſpel [1 looked no 
further] wherc it ſignifies only the Male. 
Befides, what Gender is fawny of, which 
is joyned with it2 Nor can we have ground 
to Excommunicate Women, if they walk 
impenitently ſcandalous inthe Church. 

Partly upon their Principle, who call for 
exprels Command, and partly becauſe the 


| caſting out ofthe Seed of Belicyers, and Re- 


pcaling the Covenant, arc ſoſtrange, that it 


cannot be proyed by any Contequence I 


have 
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bavye/yet met with, therefore I call for 
Srciptures as clear at leaſt as exprel 
Commands, or fignification of God's 
Wall. 
To return to Infants, They mult be re- 
gencrate, and have Faithſome way, elſe 
they multall periſh; what ſhould makethe 
thing ſoimpoilibie they ſhould havethe Haq 
bitor Seed of Faith, and of all ſaving Graces 
in them > I hope it is not becauſe Chrilt is 
known only by Revelation. I pray, whath 
A& of Faith in God, what ACt of Love to 
God, or Fear of God, &e. did Tſaach or 
John put forth towards God, when, being 
Infants they were Circumciſed?verl am con 
fident, they had the S2geas of all theſe at 
that time they were {agCtifhied then, and$j 
why not then a Seed bf Faith in Chriſt? 
had not Fehr it when he leaped 2 &c. 
In the firſt Sod held in New-England, 
this was one queſtion diſcufled ; Whether wet 
be juſtified by the Habit, oAthe Att of Faith ?Þ; 
Arguments were brought pro and con, ſome 
werc forthe Habit of Fad. then why not} 
Infants juſtified-by a Habit of Faith ? Dr. 
Ames in his proofs for Infant-baptiſm, makes P} 
this his firſt Argument; That in the very I; 
beginning of Regeneration, the Soul is a meer It 
paſſive, the Infant is agcapable of a paſſive re- |, 
ception of Chriſt and Grace, as another Man : |( 
| but 
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forlþut Bat tifm Seals to our Regeneration. (modut. 

reltheal. c. 4. th. 12. Cot. of grace, p.27.8C. So- 

x1'sc:n. pro. fog. p. 781] 

That ſervant of Chriſt Mr. Tho. Hooker 

ovesthar Children may have Faith, and 

ith a pretty large diſcourte ugon it ; The 
| Fahey mean 


re-tt 
he 
14 
CE 
t is 


ocinians {ay it is a Dream [1 
{tual Faith, who do not lay it] Ceinins 
in an{wer to them, proves by ten or cleyen 
\rguments, that Children may have Faith, 
> be ſure, we may obſerye that they whom 
the Holy Page Records to be Godly [except 
Menaſſeh] were fo from their Child-hood. 
aac, Facob, Samuel, Hezekzah, Foſjah,David 
Dadiah, Jehoſhaphat, where do you read of 
the Saints firſt running a courſe of wicked- 
dBnefs, and then Converted 2 How many 

ildren may we obſerve,that we may ſay 
s Dr. Thomas Goodwin ſaid, are ſanCtified 
from the Womb. W hat is the matter then, 
that all Trfants are caſt out of the Church, 
*Þand muſt not be Baptiſed 2 

Objett. If you ſay, Tf you could tell which 
they are, they ſhould be Baptiſed. 
r.F A4»ſz. Can you tell who have ſaving- 
CS FFaith and Grace, though thev make ACctu- 
7Y Fal Profeſſhon, and tcll you they have it 2 
er Ithey who you fay are Droſs, Chaff, Cana- 
e- Janites, no truc 1/raelites, in your Baptiſed 
'* [Corngregations, they told you they had Faith, 
Et when 
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when you Dipped them, but vou were mi- 
ſtaken. 

2. If that be yielded, that Infants may 
be Regenerate, may have Faith and Grace 
Seminally, then this Text which you do fo 
talk of does not cut them off from Bap- 
riſm. , 

3. By Abrahan's Covenant, Ict the Pa-fl 
rents be viſible Believers, by their compe- 
tent know!ledg of Chriſt, profclſion of their 
Faith in him, and Converſation in ſome} 
meaſure becoming Chriſtians, giving up 
themſelves to the Ortinances, and Rules of 
Chriſt's Houle, prove themſelves thus to be 
vilible Chriſtians: and we can as regularly 
Baprtiſe the Children of ſuch Believers, as 
you Baptiſe your Adulr perions, though as 
tothe reality of. ſaving Faith, we are miſta- 
ken, and fo are you. 

Once more take the word watynumzn, 
Mat. 28. 19. as Dr. Hammond ſaith it oughtF 
to be Tranflated, Diſciple ye all Nations, or 
make Diſciples. Hence the Argument. 

All they that are Diſciples ought to be Bat- 
tiſed. | 
But the Children of Believing Parents are 
Diſci, les. 

Therefore the Children of Believing Pa- 
rents ought to be Baftiſed. 

This Argument I gave to him who op- 

poſed 
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poled me, but he could not tell which Pro- 
polition to deny; a fit Man to diſpute in a 
Congregation. 
For theproof of the Argument. 
The Myer, isthe plain Text, there is no 
oppoling of that. | 
he Mor, that ſuch Children are Di{- 


-Fciples, Qur Divines have fo cleared it from 


A's 15: 1.and 10. v. compared, and other 


Texts, that I will notſay what they have 


hid before. 

I give my thoughts thus, T hey arc Dil- 
ciples. | 
, Iſt. By God's Reputation he eſtecms 
them ſo; they are mine ſaith God, born to 
me.  Ezek. 16. 20, 21. 

21y, I key are fo by their Parents Dedi- 
cation of them to Chriſt. 

Zly, I hey are fo by their Parents Edu- 
cation of them for Chrilt. 

4ly, T heyare fo, asI may ſay, jure Gen- 
tium, or rather jure Keligionum , all Nati- 
tions, alk Rehigions, take their Children to 
be the ſame that the Parents are. 

Did not the Jews take their Children 
to.be Moſe,'s Di/cip/es,aswellas themſelycs? 
Fohn 9.28. 

Do not the Turks take their Children 
to be Mhomer's Diſ'i les, as well as _ 

clyes 
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, though his Religion was Deyiliſh, 
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ſclyes? Should you deny- it, you ſhout 
hear of it, if not teel it. 

Yea, go the Indians whoſc Religion [* 
I may call, it {0] 1s yery Deviliſh and $ 

rſtitious, were it not too good a wordly 
When the Engliſh firſt began to dwell is 
New-England, Maſſaſoit the Sachem of 
Mount Hoje , made a League with >> 
Engliſh at Plymouth to live in Amity witli 
them; The Articles were Seven; he key 
theLeague well : A little before his deathf} 
he comes to renew his League for himſel 
and his two Sons, Alexander and Phitih 
this was on September 2.5, 1630. But in 
Treatiſe he urged this, That the Englii 
ſhould engage never ro attempt to dra 
any-of his people to the Chriſtian ReligiF$ 
on: he inſiſted upon it very much ; but 


the Engliſh were relolute, and would make 


no League upon {uch terms. Burt this we 
ſee by this Heathen, that he would have 
his Poſterity to be reckoned as he was} 


If then the Children of Jews, Turks, Pa- 
gans be reckoned with the Parents, why} 
muſt not the Children of Believers inf 
Chriſt be reckoned Diſciples of Chriſt 
with their Parents. 

The. Reader I ſuppoſe will pardon me, 


though 


_waw_ru 
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oulghongh 1 make a little Digreſſion :-'The 
ars between the Indians and the Engliſh 
[nNew-Erg/and,] {nppole muſt have heard. 
| SufT his Philzp the Son of Maſaſoit, betore- 
ordhmentioned, was he that began the Wars 
| iSvith the Ergiih, 1675. which laſted--ill 
z 01677. The Eng/iſh when they ſaw Maſa- 
chfþit Rand ſo upon that Artic/e, then {aill, 
vitfſhat God would root ont the Poſterity of thiat 
<eptMaſſaſoir; and fonow it iscome to pals. 
ah} That Story -which my worthy Friend 
Mel8Mr. 17/iliam Hubbard gives us of Paſſalo- 
liffmaway, [the moſt noted Paneaw or 89r- 
hfzerer ; and I believe the oldeſt man in'the 
ACountry. When I faw him, he wasreck- 
mhoned one' of the oldeſt men of the Indians, 
gFbur I perceived by'the time of his dying, 
buhe lived abour thirty years after] is wor- 
kgthy the obſcrving. About Merimach Ri- 
we ver, Anno 1660, {everal Sagamoors mect- 
weing together', there was a great Dance: 
Thele Solemnitics.arc the T imes when the 
molt Ancient tell Storics, and rran{mit 
"4 them to their Poſterity. Paſſalonaway be- 
hyp ing preſent made his laſt Speech, and rook 
Inf his Farewel : thus, 
itt ©] am ready to die, and not likely eyer 
*to ſee you meet any more ; I will now 


16 *leave this word of Councel with 204 
C ” 
| © That 


| 
t 
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© That you take heed how you quarrel with 
© the Engliſh, tor though you may dothem 
© much milchicf, yet ailuredly you will 
©all be deſtroyed and rooted our of the 
© Earth if you do; forl was as much an 
© Enemy to the Eng/iſh at their firſt com- 
©ing into theſe Parts, as any one what- 
© eyer, and did try all waies and means 
© poſſible to have deſtroyed them, art leaſt 
© to have prevented their fitting down} 
© here, but I could no way effect ir. There- 
© fore I adviſe you never to contend with 
© the Eng/th, nor make War with them, 
© Accordingly his eldeſt Son Wornnalancot , 
© as ſoon as he perceived the Indians were 
© up in Arms, he withdrew himſelf into 
© ſome remote place, that he might-not be 
© hurt by the Eng/ih, or their Enemies. 


—  ——_ 
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O return to my Author : His Sixth 

LT Queſtion is, Whether Baptiſm did ſuc- 

ceed in the room and uſe of Circumciſion ? 
He ſaith, By no means. 

But the Body ot our Learned and Pi 

- ous Divines ſay, It doth, and our Dipay 

1aV 


th 
UC- 
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Pi- 
nes 
ave 
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have ſpokento it fo often, that I am loath 


ro fay any thing to it. Shortly my thoughts 
were thele : 


I. Circumciſion came in upon Faith : 
Abraham believed, then he was Circum- 


{ ciſed: And fo doth Baptiſm. 


2. Circumciſion did - fjgn Chriſt to come 
in the fleſh. So faith my Author; and Bap- 
tiſm ſigns he © come in the fleſh. 


3. Circumciſion did fignifie {you may 
ſay Seal } the Righteouſneſs of Faith : So 


doth Baptiſm. 


| 4 Circtymciſion 11gnified Santtification : 
ſo do Baptiſm. 


| 5. Circumciſion ſignified and ſealed the 
| Covenant between God and the Seed of A- 
braham , Gen. 17. 7,8. 9, 19, 11. So doth 
Baptiſm. | 


6. Circamcihon did oblige Iſrael to walk 
| with God : ſo Ba'tiſm obligeth us. = 


7.Circumciſion did diſtinguiſh Iſrae/from 
| other Nations: ſo Baptiſm: again 
11 


u Jo IT as 


, | 4 
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Circumciſion reſpecting Chriſt to come, 
and Baptiſm Chrif come. Hence the Jews 
though circumciſed, yet coming under a 
new Diſpenſation, ought to be baptized : 
much morereaſon for this, than for Timo- 
thy, who being a Diſciple, Atis 16. 1, no 
queſtion was baptized, and yer after that 
circumciſed by Paul, v.3. 


Circumtiſion (\airh my — was to 
be a Bond and Obligation to keep the whole 
Law of Moſes : but Baptiſm i contrary. 


Anf. 1. For the Moral Law, the Rule 
of our Obedience, Baptiſm doth not 
ſolve us from that, but bind us to it: for | 
Sanftification is held forth in our Baptiſm. 


2. As for the Ceremonial Law where 
Chrift was et forth in Snag no won- 
der, though when Chriſt is come, and the 
thadow's gone, that Baptiſm was contrary 
ro it. Evangehum relatum & Revelatum. 
But what doth this hurt us? 


3. Paul did not Circumcife Timothy, with 
that reſpe& to Circumciſion ; the Fews did. 
The Jews did look 'to be jufified by the 
obſeryation of the moral and covers 

48 


Law both, Gal. 5.3. the 4th verſe untics the 
knot. The falſe Apoſtles urged Circumci- 


fion, As 15. 1. according to the Law of 


Moſes. | But Circumcifion is not of Moſes, 
bur the Fathers, faith our Lord, John 7. 
22.] If you Circumciſe thus, and feek 
Sm thus, you are fallen from grace, 

al. 5. 4- * 

My - WW goes on; Circumciſion ini- 
tiated the carnal Seed into 4 carnal Church, 
and gave them right t9 carnal Ordinances: 
But Baptiſm was to give the ſtyritual Seed an 
order ly entrance into the ſpiritual Church. 


Anſ. 1. Theſe Carnal Ordinances had 
their Spiritual ſ1gnificationsas well as onrs. 


2. The Element in Baptiſm, Water ; do 
but waſh the fiſh, and may be ſaid to be 
Carnal too in {ome ſenſe, 1 Pet.3.21. 


3. There was a Spiritual Seed admit- 
ed alſo intothat Church by Circumciſion, 
as well as now by Baptiſm, how many 
Saints were in that Church? 


4- Chaff, Droſs, Canaanites are no Spt- 
ritual Seed, yet ſach have been admitted 


into your Spiritual Church, by Dipping. 
H 2 Mr. 


"100 
Mr. Hutcheſon writes true and can teſti- 
fe 1t. 


5. Define a Church, and you ſhall find 
all the Cauſes in that Church [ a difter- 
ence only between a Church, and ſuch a 
Chureh take it in the {triCteſt notion, 
1. T he efficient Caule is God, that js here. 
Deut. 7. 6. Ezra g. 21. Jly, The formal 
Cauſc joyned in Covenant, with God and 
one with another, Dent. 29. 12. Zech. 11. 
10,14. Exod.24.8. [ Beſides their Circum- 
cifion.] This ſome Brethren make the 
form of a Church : here -it is. 4ly, Final 
Cauſe, To walk with God, and keep his 
Ordinances: it was here, Exod. 24.7. Mr. 
Baxter hath ſpoken ſo much to this, that I 
ſay no morc. 

Women were not circumciſed , faith my 
Author. 

Anſ. No, how could they > 1. The A- 
poſtle gives you an anſwer, 1 Cor. 11. 3, 
21y, Rivet ſaith well ; Sed quia in virb atli- 
num, ut loquuntur, generations & jropaga- 
tions kominum eſt principium , quo tranſmit- 
tunt corruptionem in pbſteros, fgnum ideo ob- 
tinuit in precijuo ſexu , ita tamen, ut femi- 
ne viris annexe & in is cenſerentur, qui fa- 
miliorum capite debebant eſſe. : 

or 
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For Atts = 39. which my Author op-. 
poſeth, an 
man crols to the rine of the Church 
of England 1n point of Original Sin.] And 
Dr. Hammond on his 11de, telling us, It is 
an Uncludent Argument to infer Baptiſm 
from hence. [" T do not wonder that Ana- 
bapriſts make ſo much uſe of Dr. Taylor. 

Anſw. With the Biſhop's favour, there 
isa difference between theſe two Phraſes, 
The Children of Iſrael, and this; Tou and 
your children. Here is a Copulative Con- 
junCtion which is not there. They were 
the wounded P@&yſons ro whom Peter 
ſpeaks, that asked him a queſtion , but 
their Children did not ask, nor were pre- 
ſent withthem moſt likely. 

Calvin ſaith , Notandi autem, &c. But 
the three degrees are tobe noted, to whom the 
Promiſe is made, 1. To the Jews. 2. To their 
Children. 3. To the Gentiles. 

As for'Dr. Hammond, though I honour 
him much for his great Learning one way, 
yet I think as to an Argument, whether 
it be Concludent ar not, other men may 
know as well as he. 4. ey Rivet, Calvin, 
Gerhard, Aretins, and the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines, [ though lighted by him] do all 
conclude Infant-battiſm from hence ; ns 
cou 


_ 1n Biſhop Taylor, [ 2 
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could judge of a ConcHfident Argument. 

1. Whatthis Promiſe is, I {ce there are 
very different Apprehenſ1ons. Some take 
it to be that in Joe/ 2. 28. So Dr. Ham- 
mond, and divers others. T he Dutch ſay, 
Joel 2.28. 8 Gen. 17.7. Aha; ide ſaith, The 
Promiſed Seed in whom all Nations ſhould be 
bleſſed. Thus Aretius, The Promiſe of the 
Mefhah, and the benefits that come by him, 
made to Abraham and hi Seed, Gen. 13. To 
which the Apoſtle, Rom.g.4. hath a reſpect, 
the Promiſes belong to them. T hus Aretins, 
and Horino inclines this way. 


2ly , whateyer the Promiſe be, it was 
that which the Jews and their Children 
were now under, [ For to you do the bene- 
fit of that Promiſe aptertain if you will lay 
hold of it, faith Dr. Hammond on Text.] 
The Promiſe did appertain to them, both 
Parcnts and Children, but not to the Sen- 
tiles as yettull they be called. 


ly, That -ywer is a general word I grant, 
ſeven or eight times uſed for little Chil- 
dren in the New Tefament, Fit mentitio [i- 
berorum «ms; ne diſcretione etats, ſaith 
Voſſins. Let your Children be little or 
great, to your Children the Promiſe doth 
belong, 


WJ” w—_ 
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belong, as well as to you. Matth. 27. 25. 
Hrs Blood be ujon us, 1 6m Te Tue ff and 


_ your Children ; were not there the Chil- | 


ren diſtin&t from the Parents? and do not 


_ Childrenthere ſignify their litrleones, their 
poſterity, of what Age ſoever 2 would Bi- 


ſhop Taybr deny it? and *tis probable that 
God brought this Imprecation to mind, and 
Peter may aim at that. 

Be the promiſe what it will then, I would 
try for one Argument from hence. 

They that are Church-Members ought to 
be Baptiſed. 

But Chitdren of Believing Parents arc 
Church-Members. 

Therefore, they ought to be Bapriſed. 

The Major, the Dottor, nor any elſe will 


_ 
he Mor. Iprove thus. 

They to whom Promiſes do appettain, 
they are Church-Members. 

But to the Children of Believing Parents 
Promiſes do appertain. Therefore, 

The Major is plain, no Promiſe belong 
to any perſon out of the Viſible Church. 
Ephef. 2. 12. while the Ephefans were out 
of the Viſble Church, they were Strangers 
from the Covenants of Promſe. Rom. 9s 4+ 
the Promiſe did belong to the Yews, not to 

H 4 us 
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us Genti/es,till graftedinto Abraham's ſtock. 

'The Minor 1s proud from the words of 
the Apoltle, The Promiſe is to you, and your 
Chiliren, we are under the outward diipen- 
peniation now; you nor your Children 
ſhall loſe your Title to it, by Repenting 
and Belicying, but then you ſhall teel the 
faving benefit added topour outward I itle. 
Again 
© Will you reſtrain the promiſe to the 
© oift of the Spirit, asthe Verle before ; Dr. 
© Hammond moyesthe Queſtion 2» what kind 
© of gifts theſe were, inward or outward, for 
© both theſe are promiſed indefinitely to 


< Believers. Joh. 7. 38, 3g. there the in- 


© ward gifts, enabling humble fincere Chri- 
© ſhans, for the Dutics of a Chriſtian Lite, 
© called, The Renewing of the Holy Ghoft. Tit. 
© J. 5. joyncd to the Laver of Regenerati- 
© on; he concludes'tis beſt to comprehend 


- © both. Thus Dr. Hammond on the Text. 


Ler me add, If the Spirit be here meant, | 
ir muſt be ſo underſtood, that it nay be the ' 
benefit of as many as ever God ſhall call to 
the Worlds End, be they never ſo many 
Millions; the words a#aand 7, will force 
it, The Promiſeisto All, as many, be they 
never ſomany, it called. There arc mary 
called, few choſen, but it called, there is an 

| Out- 
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outward T ite to it, aud to their Children 
elſe the Sentence is not full ; and I proyed 
betore we are fellow-Citizens of the ſame 
houſhold, grafted into the ſame rock, Jew 
and Greek all one: The Jews and their 
Children were under it, when not cfleEtual- 
ly called. Thy Promiſe i to you and your 
Children, now they were Children of the 
Covenant. At. J.25. nor can there be any 
reaſon given, why the Children of the Be- 
lieving Gentile ſhould not be included, and 
meant here, as well as of the Fews. Hence, 
ſince the Do#or thus intcrprets the Promiſe 
of the $} irze. 

They to m_ - Promiſe of the = 
newing Spirit doth beiong, they may 
Baptiſcd. ; 

ut to the Children of Believing Pa- 
rents, the Promiſe of the renewing Spirit 


doth belong, as it didto the Fews. There- 


fore the Children of Believing Parentsmay 
be Baptiſed. 

That there can be Regeneration without 
the Spirit, no Chriſtian will affirm. T hat 
there can be a Heaycnly Inheritance with- 
out Regeneration the Scripture denies. 
Thar the Spirit of God cannot Regenerate 
an Infant, he muſt be a ſtrange Chriſtian, 
Cit any ar all] who darcs ſay it. If John 

was 
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was filled with the Spirie, from his Mothers | 
Womb, God can give his Spirit to other; | 
Infants, though ina leſs meaſure. | 
As to the Text 1 Cor. 7. 14. that Text 
harh been ſoclearced by our Divine, that I | 
wonder my Author ſhould not be fatisfied, 
but to come up with his Ligitimacy, as it 
that were the ſenſe of Chi/dren being Hol, 
When as 
iſt. The Apoſtle is not writing to a Co- | 
rinthian Husband, tat hadtwo Wives, but 
only one Wife; as 12, 13, 14- v. ſothat if 
that Text, Mat. 2.15. could be brought to 
, prove a Matrimonial-Holineſs, then they 
were Holy, and Children Holy, before the 
Goſpel came ; but this is a Holineſsariſing 
from one of the Parents, being a Believer : 
Beſides, oſeph, Benjamin, Solomon, and di- | 
vers others, werc never called Baſtards. or | 
thought to be ſo, though Facob and David 
had more Wives then one. 1 
2ly, Then all the Children in Corzmth, 
though the Parents were lawfully Marry-'Þ 
ed, were Baftards, before the Goſpel came. | 
Jly, Waen then the Apoſtle writes to 
the Saints in Corinth. 1 Cor. 1,2. 2Cor. b. 1. 
the meaning is, to you that are Legitimate, 
and not Baſtards in Corinth... What diffetence 
between dx there, and 4n here? _ 
| ther 
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ther do your examples from "A and gp 
help you at all. 

For iſt. By an Antiphrafis, or Eupheniſ- 
mus, the words lignihes the quite contrary, 
Bleſs, and Cir ſe, Holy, and Unclean; [or 
Sodomite, as we I ran{late.} 

2ly, The words are fo uſcd in an oppo- 
ſite {enſe, in ſeveral other Scriptares, that 


prove one another. 


Zly, Theſcnſcot the Text forces us fo to 
render their {1gnification. 
I. Bur then you muſt Tranſlate az/@ 
by ſome word which is quite contrary to 
Holmeſs, lo that one expel the other : Con- 
traria ſunt pellentis nature, but Legitimacy 
and Holineſs are not contraries in reſpe& of 


this Subject, for he may be Legitimate and 


Holy too, I know : you muſt then read elſe 
were your Children unclean, but now they are 
unclean. T his is good Senſe. | 
2. As the word Holy, is never taken in 
the Holy Page for Legitamacy, nor can you 
juſtify 1t by any Text, as we can the former, 
clearly by ſeveral Texts. A Seed accord- 
ing ro God's Inſtitution in Marriage, ac- 
cording to his appointment, Ordination in 
Mat. 2.15. and the Holy Seed. Ezra. g. 2. 
differ very much : beſides, as I ſaid, the 
Children of the Corinthians were Hog, it 
tart 
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that were the Senſe before the Goſpel came, 
 _  Z. Nor is there the lcalt preifing neceſſ- 

ry why it ſhould not be taken, as in the 
Scriptures T mention. Nay, there isa pres- 
ing neceſhty to force that it cannot be 
meant Legitimacy, becaule it follows upon 
the Faith of one Parcnt, which Legitimacy 
doth not. | 

For #«: which you ſay alwaies ſignifies 
Authority, yet 1 Cor. II. 15. [I ſuppole you 
mean the tenth? ir ſ1gnihes a Vaz/. 

Anſ. Who tranſlated the word ſo? I have 
viewed nine Tranſlators, and they render it 
Power aswe do. 4A Metonimy of the Sub- 
ject, we know there is the meaning being, 
a coycring in fign that ſhe is under the 
Authority of her Husband. Ger. 24. 65. A 
Phraſe whereby the thing ſignified isaſcri-Y 
bed to the Sign, the propriety of the wordF 
1s here meant and intended ; that ſhe ſhewl. 
her ſelf to be under Authority. The At- 
hiopick Tranſlation, to give the Senſe, tu 
the SubFaniwve into a Verb ; but hower, thi 
doth not at all ſuit your deſign. In the 
word Holy, here is no Metonimy, Sign, ot 
thing ſ1gn1fied. i 

[ ſce nothing of moment more to an-! 
{wer, and I doubt not my Author hath been bet-\ 
ter anſwered by others, though I ſaw none, till 
had done. SIE 1; 


( 109 ) 


ſt SECT. VI. 


k | fm my Author procceds to the man- 
: ner of Baptiſing, and tells»us what 
9 bemizew {1gnilies 3 cuotes Biſhop Taylor, 

Dottor Hammond, and many that lay it ſ1g- 
Inifies Immerſion; and who is {o ignorant, 
that knows not this 2 bur is my Author ſo 
knowing, that he can prove it {1gnihes only 
. Ummerſion, or dowzing a perſon oyer head 
nd cars? did Biſ-op Taylor, and Doflor Ham- 
ond Baptile fo, and only {o ? let him en- 
uire. Why did not my Author proye 
that the word ſignifies onlv ſo, in Heb. g. 
- $10. 1 Cor. 19. 2. [{omething you would ſay 
o this, bur *cis pittyful] Mark 7. 4. Luke 
11. 38. the Phariſee maryelled that Chriſt 
s arony aifan had not firit Bapriled be- 
ore Dinner ; How the Fews nic to waſh 
ands, you may gueſs, by 2 K:ngs 3. 11. 
hen EZſha waited on Elijah; He fowred 
water on the hands of Elijah, did not Elijah 
then Bapriſc, or waſh his hands? was nor 


_Frhe Baſor and Ewer, and the little Cifterns 
Fwith Water, common in England, and in 
71] ome places ſtil] ro this day 2 and do we nor 
T.1 waſh 
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waſh by letting of Water run: upon our 
hands, or powring upon them. | 

That the Holy Ghoft 1s ſegnified yourtell 
us; and threetimes Baptiſing with rhe Hyſi 
ty Gho#, is expreſied by powering of the 
Holy Ghoſt. | 

What our Authors have ſaid about therh 
practice in hotter Countries, where Baptiſm 
was firſt Inſtiruted, you know ; there the 
did commonly waſh, you were bound by 
the Law towalh. 2 $72. 11.7; 4 with Let 
vit, 15. 19. and 18, 1g. So Praraoy's Daughdd 
cer. Exod. 2. 5. but in our cold Climats, 
this is not ſo common. 

However, to me it ſeems. ſtrange, that 
there ſhould be ſomuch ſtrels put upon Bapft 
tilm, and fo. much upon the manner df} 
Baptiſing, asthe Anabaptiſts lay, and yer theft 
Hely Page hath not Recorded how it ſhouldſe 
be performed. To Baptiſe an Infant, I 
could doas Mr. Chancy did in New-Englandſ 
and as of old they did in Erng/znd ; as at 
Antient Gentleman, of good quality i 
Suffolktold me, He remembred the practicg [1 
by a good token,One Infant was ſo fowled with 
its green Excrement, when it came to be Dipt 
ped, Fa handſome fight in a Congregation, Ft 
when we are about Holy Things] that heJp 


could- not forget it ; bnt how to Baprtiſe at |t 
Adult] 


III 


ouAdult perſon,and heavy Body. I cannot tell. 
If they go intothe Warer,into the Element, 
telſchey Baptiſe themſelves {o far as their body 
s1nthe Water ; The Baptif doth not Dip 
lelchat part. 
As for their Clothes, I hope they do not 
harjgo in with them, to Bapriſe, or Waſh them. 
(mIcertainly there ought to be an immediate 
hejAplication of the Sign, [the Water] tothe 
 byÞBody ; that our Baptiſm hath a reterence 
Leftothe Ezek. 16. 4. þ ſee ſeveral Men con- 
gh4clude, and have ſhown us how this Cuftons 
tes fo! Waſhing new born Babes was derived 
almoſt to all Nations, but neither then, nor 
hajnew do our Women pur on a Shirt, orany 
apything upon the Infant, and then waſh it, 
- abut rhey apply the Water paar "or 
thejthe Body ; [ am {ure it ſhould be fo in Bap- 
uldjuſm. Voſinus gives us large Teſtimonies out 
ndfand Children, in thoſe Countries, were a 
at}Bapciſed. [De Baptis. p. 359.) [I wonder the 
nþ4nabattifs ſhould be fo angry with Mr. 
q Baxter} becauſe he ſaith they Bapriſe na- 
ittÞked, the Women only had a little covering 


, Tet Antient Writers, how that Men, T_— 
| 


ip-Pbcfore them, (yea they had'a Myſtery in 
M1, [the pulling off their Clothes, to ſhew their 
he pulling ofthe 0/4 Mar, ſome whereT have 
a | tead,) after their Dipping, they were An- 
ul} nointed; 


IT 
nointed. When a tumultaroſe in the Ci- 
ty about Chry/ojtomr, how the Women that 
were about Baptiſing, ran away naked ; 
with other things there we may read. 

Certainly God's Inſtitutions are ſuch, 
that we may Celebrate them at Noon-day, 
before all Men, let them be Spectators; 
and, if this muſt be the way, let them 
_ for me, and Annoint too if they 

calc. 

_ Sothat Modeſtyand Life, be preſerved, I 
am of Cy 7iars, and Auſtin's mind in this 
Point, who lett it indiflcrent, ſo you do not: 
abſolurely tye us upto one, and deny all 
Baptiſm by Dipping. [Cypr. 249. Auſt. 19. 
3. p- 297. ] 

Other Divines have anſwered this more 
fully, and rcherctoreI break off. 

Here a Queſtion falls in, which I never 
did ſo muchas think of, till now I fay Mr. 
Mode, That Water in Baptiſm, he ſaith, hath 
19 reſpett to the blood of Chriſt ; that it doth 
concur in the Myſtery by way of efficacy and 
merit, he grailts, but not as the thing there. f.- 
gured, for that i the Spirit ? This may help 
as to the manner of Baprtiſing. 

I chought both Spirzt and Blood, he dc- 
nies the latter, and ſairhthe Church of Eng- 
Lind Coth fo allo, as he thinks. T 

1} 


&.. + 
The Queſtion is newto me, I ſhall hard- 
ly propound my thoughts. 


I. It cleanſing of the Soul from Sin-be 
the thing Baptiſm holds out, then, what 
doth primacily, properly, and cfteCtually 
cleanic, is there {1gnityed, but the Antece- 


dent « true: Cleanſing is as much given 
to the Blood of Chriſt, as ro the Spirit. 
1 Foh. 1. 7. Apoc. I. 5. Hebr. g. 14. 22» 
Almoſt all things were purged by Blood. 


2ly, We read three times, Mark I. 4- 
Luke 3. 3. Atts 2. 38. that Remiſhon of 
Sins is {1gnifyed and Sealed ' in Baptiſm; 
but how can this be , it there is no reſpe&t 
to his Blood in Baptiſm > Without Blood 
theres n 0Remiſſon, Heb. 9.22. Why is it 
called « m for remiſſion of ſins ? 

Jly, y are we faid in Baptiſm to 
have Communion with Chriſt in his Leath, 
and buryecd with him in Baptiſm > Rom. 
G. 3. It ſhould rather be faid buryed with 
the Spirit, if the Spirit only be {ignityed. 
Doth not the Death of Chriſt compre- 
hend wit. rhe cftuſion of hisBlood » 


aly [t iscertain, chat in the Types of the 
. 07d Tefament, by mom the blood of 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt was ſignifyed. Numb. 19. 9. The 
Water is ſaid to be a Purification fot Sin. In 
the Hebrew it's a Sin, the word often uled for 
a Sin Offering, theDutch render it, It is an 
Expiation, Have not that Fountain, Zech. 
13. 1. {et open a reſpeCt to the blood of Je- 
ſus 2 all the Interpreters I ſee, reſpect both 
his Blood and Spirit: Why not then ſo in 
Baptiſm. 


fly,As weare filthy.are we not as guilty? 
Is there nothing in the Ordinance to reſpect 
our guilt? then it were fad ,yea, guilt being 
upon us, can God give out the bleſſing of 
Regeneration to us, till in order his juſtice 
be firſt ſatished > thoughRegeneration and 
Pardon are ſimul tempore ? 

Tofay it concuxrs by way of efficacy and 
merit, ſoit doth in any Ordinance to make 
it efteCtual. But Remifhon of Sins being 
in a ſpecial manner ſealed up in this Ordi- 
nance, which is only by Chriſts Blood, me- 
thinks the Element ſhould have a reſpe&t 
to his Blood. 

The utter Abolition of Sin, both guilt - 
and power is given to the Blood of Chriſt 
alone : but taking away guilt, is not given 
tothe Spirit. 


dy, | 


ffi. Walzu. to. 1. p. 84. I cou 


. more Authors. 
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Gly, Out of the ſide of our Bleſſed Lord 
when he was pierced, came Blood and Wa- 
tcr. Joh. 19.34. T here is our Pardon, and 
Sanctifhcation : It both thele be {1gnihed in 
our Baptiſm, why is not that Blood and 
Water of his fignifycd in this Water in 
Baptiſm 2 


Hence Alcinus's Baptiſm was ſignified in 


the paſſion of Chriſt, by the Water and 
Blood which came from his {ide ; Several 


. Verſes he hath upon it. [Cert. 6. 7. 112] 


In That Tract which go under Cypriar's 
Name. Baptizabantur in nube, & mari 
Hebrai, & jam Spiritu ſanto & ſanguine 
Chriſti, mundatur a peccatis j opulus Dei. [De 


Reſur. Chri.] 


Hence Ambroſe ſpeaking of Baptilm— 
Ideogz legiſti, quod tres Teftes in Bajtiſmate u- 
num ſunt,aqua, ſanguis; & ſpiritusqui ſi unum 
horum detrahas,non tat BaptiſmatuSacramen- 
tum : quid enim eſt aqua ſine cruce Chriſti ? 
[Deris qui Cc. 4.] 

Hence Luther, Baptizari nihil alind eſt 
quum reſeo illo, & precioſo ſanguine Chriſti, 
lanari, & mundari. 

Res ſignificata in Baptiſmo eſ# ſanguis Chri- 

Fi produce 
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'The Application of the Blood of Chriſt, 


and the renewing of the Spirit, without 
both which our State cannot be happy, I 


- think may both be ſ1gnified, and thete ei- 


ther by Dipping, or powering of Water : 
The ſprinkling of the Blood of Feſus ['\et out 
of oid by the Ceremonaal. {prinkling] 1s a 
famous Sentence in the: Goſpel. Heb. 12. 
24. and 1 Pet. 1.2. {9 the powering out of the 


 Sparit, Tit. 3. 5,6. Ezek. 36.25. Iſa. $2.15. 


Foeb 2. 28,29.Prov. 1.23. 

The Aboliſhing of. Stn, is the end of all; 
[Lord what a do is here before we can be 
delivered from the miſery we have brought 
ourſelves into! what an Evil is Sin !] now 
this is not {et down one way, but ſeveral 
waics in Scripture, ſometimes by mortifica- 
tion, ortheDeath of Sin. Dipping ſetsout 
that; Buried withChrif, ſometimesby clean-. 
ſing, and by purging. Heb.g. 14.1 o. 1.9. 
Apoc. 1. 5. But the grave > not repreſcnt 
that, we do not uſe ro purge, and cleanle, 
by Burying, but this we do by powring 
Water upor.our Hands, uron Rooms, T a- 
bles, &c. we can cleanle that way, purge 
me with Hyſop. Pſal. 51.7. How was that? | 
Levit. 14-6, 7. Numb. 19. 18. not by Dip- 
ping. »> 

Whither then you Dip, or pour i nk 

cre 


( 117) | 
Here is, 1. The ſame Sign, or Element. 


21y, Here is the ſame thing {ignified, the 
Spirit, and Blood of Chriſt. 3ly. The ſame 


 endaimed at, the taking away, or purge- 


ing of Sin ; nor did I eycrcontend with any 
Man about Dipping, but to deny all Bap- 
tilm, unleſs by Dipping, and fo {ct up Re- 
baptiting, and to adminiſter Baptiſm only 
to Adult perſons, excluding all the Children 
of Believing Parents ; This I could never 
yicld to. 

To conclude, though I was moved to 


- publiſh my Notes by ſome Friends, = 
O 


had I not received this Challenge, (for 
may call it) by this Letrer, I think I ſhould 


neyer have done it, becauſe I knew Men far - 


more able than my felt, had done more 
ſervice, than I could do in the Contro- 
verlic. 

{ wiſh the Anabaptifs, bctore they had 
Condemned, and wrote againſt Infant-bap- 
tiſm, had well ſtudyed, and well improved 
their Parental, and Infant-baptiſmal Cove- 
nant, tollowed God cloſe for the benefts, 
and waited, though they tound temprati- 
ons, and d1d not mcet with all they would 
and reproved others for neglecting, an 


/ So © 
vigorouſly ſtirred up people to the ſerious 
1improyement of them ; Then had =_ 
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( 181 ) 
done good {ervice to Chriſt and his Church : 
Whereas by the courſe they have taken, 
they have increaſed our Divitions, (a thing 
deeply to be lamented) which TI ſhall never 
live toſce healed. 


I ſhall only defire the Anabaptifts to give 


me an{wer to theſe two Queſtions, clearly 
from Scripture. 


Queſt. 1. Since God was ſo Gracious to 


my a Covenant with Abraham and his 
Seed, and it did then conſi/t with bis Wiſdom, 
to Conſtitute his Church of Parents and Chil- 
dren, while the Parents did believe in the Me(- 
fiah to come, why may it not conſt with his 
Grace to continue that Covenant, and with his 
Wiſdom, #ill to Conſtitute his Goſpel-Church 
of Parents and Ghildren, the Jews now believ- 
ing in Chriſt come ? © 


It God hath plainly declared his pleaſure 
tothe contrary, tell us where, and we are 
ſatisfied : but you mult produce other Scri- 
ptures then you have done yet: 


Queſt. 2. If God hath repealed his Cove- 
nant, with the Believing Jews Seed, turned 
their Children out of the Church, and deny 
them Baptiſm, though the Jews truly Believe 
| in 
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in Chriſt come, what hath God left in the room 
of theſe, that carry any ſhew of his Bleſſing, 
or good Will towards their Children, during 
their Infant State ? 


As to their Internall and Eternal State, 
theInfants were in as good a State then, as 
now 2 Chriſt is Yeſterday, to Day, and the 
ſame for cycr, the Lamb ſlain for the Foun- 
dation of the World. Apoc. 13. 8. But as 
to their viſible State, how come they to be 
in the ſame condition, that we Gentiles, 
and our Children werein. Epheſ.2. 12. Be- 
fore Chriſt came, and we belicved in him 2 
\. I ſtatethe Queſtion, concerning the Jews 

Believing in Chriſt come. As for the Be- 
lieving Gentiles, I ſhall let them alone, till I 
ſee how you prove the caſting our of the 
Secd of the Believing Fews. 


